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Chapter 1 — Why | Decided
to Build My Website

For a very long time, the idea of
creating my own website stayed
somewhere in the back of my mind. |
would visit other websites, blogs, and
personal portfolios and quietly wonder
what it would feel like to have a digital
space that genuinely represented me.
Not just a social media profile.

Not just another page online.

But something that felt truly mine.

At that stage, | did not fully understand
domains, hosting, SEO, plugins,
analytics, or even how websites
actually functioned behind the scenes.
To me, websites simply looked polished
and complete from the outside. | never
realised how much planning,
experimentation, and problem-solving
goes into building one from scratch.
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e my own domain,
e My own branding,
* my own content structure,

e and complete creative freedom.
At that point, | also started thinking
about personal branding more
seriously.

That Is where the idea of creating a
personal brand website began.
From the outside, website creation
looks simple.

But once you begin, you realize there
are hundreds of small decisions
Involved.
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What pushed me toward finally
creating my own website was a
combination of multiple things.

One of the biggest reasons was my
growing interest in SEO and digital
marketing. The more | learnt about how
websites grow organically, how search
engines understand content, and how
branding influences visibility online, the
more curious | became.
| did not want to only read about
websites anymore.

| wanted to build one myself.
| wanted a space where | could:
e express my thoughts,
e share my learning journey,
e showcase my skills,
e write blogs,
e talk about SEO and branding,
e and slowly create something
meaningful over time.

13
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e \Websites are much more complex
than they appear from the outside

e Personal branding starts with
clarity, not design

e SEO becomes easier when you learn
through practice

e Digital ownership matters more
than most beginners realise

e Building something meaningful
takes time and experimentation

e Confusion is a normal part of the
learning process

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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My Initial Goals for the Website

e Build a personal digital identity

e Showcase my SEO and digital
marketing interests

e Share blogs and personal
experiences

e Create a long-term personal brand

e Build something that could grow
with time

Personal Reflection
This was the phase where | realized that
building a website is not only about
technology.

It Is also about identity, creativity,
communication, and the desire to
create something that genuinely
represents you online.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Chapter 2 — Understanding
the Purpose of M

Website

One of the biggest mistakes many
beginners make while creating a

website Is starting with design before

understanding purpose.

A website without purpose quickly
starts feeling directionless.

| understood that my website needed
to become a combination of several

things together.

It was not just:
a blog,
a portfolio,
or a business website.

It was a mix of:
SEOQ,
storytelling,
branding,
digital marketing,
personal experiences,
and service presentation.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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| wanted visitors to feel like:
e areal person exists behind the
content,
e the website has personality,
e and the writing comes from genuine
experiences.

| wanted the website to look
professional enough to showcase my:

e SEO Interests,

e digital marketing skills
® services

e and work experience.

Balancing those two sides was harder
than | expected.

17
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Combining SEO, Storytelling, and
Services
This became the core foundation of my
website.
| wanted the website to:

e teach,

e inform,

® express,

e and also professionally represent
my skills.

For example:

e My blogs would reflect storytelling
and personal observations,

e my SEO-related content would
showcase my interests and learning,

e and my service pages would
communicate my professional
capabilities.

wanted everything to feel like part of
the same personality and brand.

18
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Understanding Who My Website Was
For
| had clarity on my audience:

e people interested in SEO,

e digital marketing learners, -readers
who enjoy reflective blogs,

e professionals exploring branding,

e and people wanting to understand
my work and skills.

Website Purpose Checklist

e \What Value Do | Provide?

e Why Should People Visit My
Website?

e What Problem Does My Website
Solve?
What | Learnt During This Phase

e \Website purpose shapes every
future decision

e Personal branding and
professionalism can coexist
Understanding audience changes

content strategy

19
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Personal Reflection
A website is:
e an identity,
e a communication platform,
e and a long-term digital space that
represents both my personality
and professional interests.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Chapter 3 — Why Personal
Branding Became
Important to Me

A website Is not only a technical
platform.
It is also a reflection of identity.

Once | started planning pages, writing
content, selecting visuals, and
structuring my homepage, | realized
every small detail communicates
something about the person behind the
website.

| Wanted My Website to Feel Human
One thing | strongly wanted from the
beginning was authenticity.
| wanted visitors to feel that:
e areal person exists behind the
content, the thoughts are genuine,
e and the website has warmth and
individuality.

21
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That became very important to me.
Because today, many websites look
technically impressive but emotionally
empty.

Personal Branding Is Much More Than
Logos

Branding is:
e how people remember you,
e how your content makes them feel,
e the consistency of your voice,
e your communication style,
e and the experience people
associate with your platform.

| realised that even things like:
e Writing style,
e homepage tone,
e blog structure,
® |[mage choices,
e and page simplicity
all contribute to branding.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Trying to Balance Professionalism and
Personality
| wanted the website to:

e ook professional,

e showcase my SEO and digital
marketing interests,

e and still feel personal and
approachable.

Consistency is Important

Audiences connect more with:
e consistency,
e authenticity,
e and clarity.

| started focusing on:

e maintaining a consistent tone,
e using similar visual styles,
e Writing honestly,
e and improving gradually.

23
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Understanding the Importance of
Identity Online
Digital identity matters much more
today than many people realize.

What | Learnt During This Phase

e Personal branding is much deeper
than visual identity

e Authenticity creates stronger
connection than perfection

e Consistency matters more than
constantly redesigning everything

e Storytelling makes websites feel
more human

e Branding develops gradually
through experimentation

e A website reflects personality

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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My Personal Branding Priorities
While building my website, |
consciously wanted the platform to
feel:

e simple,
e readable,
* warm,
e creative,
e personal,
e -EO-focused,
e and authentic.
Those values slowly started shaping my
content strategy.

Personal Reflection
Websites are not only built with
plugins,themes, and code.
They are also built with:
e |dentity,
e personality,
e communication,
e and emotional connection.
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Chapter 4 — How | Chose

the Name “Simply Sansu”

One of the most surprisingly difficult
parts of building my website was
deciding what to name It.

A website name is not just a label.
It slowly becomes:

e your identity,

® your brand,

® your recognition,

e and sometimes even the first
Impression people remember about
yOu.
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| Did Not Want a Complicated Name
While brainstorming ideas, | noticed
that many website names online were:
e too long,
e difficult to spell,
e hard to pronounce,
e overly technical,
e or impossible to remember after
hearing them once.
| wanted something:
e simple,
e memorable,
e personal,
e and easy to recognize.

Because branding is not only visual.
It Is also psychological.

People remember names that feel
natural.
That understanding slowly pushed me
toward simplicity.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Why “Simply Sansu” Felt Right
| wanted the website to feel:
e approachable,
e authentic,
e and human.

The name “Simply Sansu” eventually

stood out because it naturally reflected

the style and tone and was flexible
enough to grow with me over time.

Most importantly, it sounded like
something | could genuinely connect
with emotionally.

The Importance of Simplicity in
Branding
Simplicity is extremely powerful and
often creates stronger memorability, Is
easier to search and easier to
recommend to others.

That became one of the biggest
reasons | stayed with “Simply Sansu.”

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Naming Mistakes Beginners Commonly
Make
While researching domains and
branding, beginners often choose

names that are difficult because they
are:

e too long,

e hard to spell,

e filled with random numbers,

e overly keyword stuffed,

e or too limiting for future growth.

e too SEO-focused,

e too technical,

e Or too niche-specific.

Overly restrictive names can become
limiting if your content expands later.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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My Website Naming Checklist

e |sthe Name Easy to Remember?

e |s |t Easy to Spell and Pronounce?

e Does the Name Feel Personal?

e Can the Brand Grow In the Future?

e Does the Domain Look Clean?

e Does the Name Match My
Personality?

Because branding feels much easier
when the identity genuinely reflects
who you are.

Expectations vs Reality
Initially, | thought website naming was a
small task. But it became one of the
most important branding decisions
during the entire process.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Once a website starts growing:
the domain, the branding, the visuals,
and the identity all become emotionally
connected together.

Personal Reflection
Branding is not only about appearing
professional.

It Is also about creating something that
genuinely feels like you.

And honestly, once the name “Simply
Sansu” started feeling emotionally
connected to my journey, the website
itself slowly started feeling real too.

31
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Chapter 5 — Domain
Selection and My Thought
Process

Once | finalized the name “Simply
Sansu,” the next important step was
selecting the domain.

Domains play a much bigger role than
most beginners initially understand.
A domain affects:

e first impressions,

e memorability,

e trust,

e readability,

e branding,

e and even how professional a
website feels.

Why | Preferred a “.com” Domain
One of the earliest decisions | made
was choosing a .com extension.

32
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Domain Buying Tips for Beginners
e Keep the domain simple and clean
e Avoid unnecessary numbers or
symbols
o Prioritize readability and
pronunciation Think long term
before purchasing
e (Choose branding over keyword
stuffing
e (Checkavailability across social
platforms if possible
e Avoid trends that may feel outdated
later
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At that stage, many other domain
extensions were also available:
e net
e online
e blog
* site
e store
e and many newer alternatives.

But honestly, .com still felt the most
natural and trustworthy to me.

| wanted my website to:

e feel professional,

e look credible,

e and appear trustworthy
Immediately.

e A.com domain helped create that
Impression.

e long-term branding.

Simplicity and familiarity felt safer for
long-term growth.

34
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Readability Became Extremely
Important
While exploring domain ideas, | realised
readability matters far more than
creativity.

| avoided:
® unnecessary symbols,
e complicated combinations,
e random numbers,
e and difficult spellings.

Why | Avoided Complicated Spellings
Creativity can sometimes reduce
clarity.

For example, replacing letters
unnecessarily, shortening words
awkwardly, or using uncommon
spellings might make the domain look
unique initially but create long-term
branding problems later.

35
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The Trust Factor of Domains
Clean domains, readable names,
and professional-looking URLs
instantly create better first
Impressions.

My Thought Process Before Buying the
Domain

Before finally purchasing the domain, |

spent time asking myself practical
branding questions.
Because once content grows, SEO
Improves, and changing domains
becomes difficult.

My Domain Buying Checklist

e |sthe Domain Easy to Remember?
e |s |t Easy to Spell?

e Does It Feel Professional?

e |s It Flexible for Future Growth?

e Does It Match My Branding Style?
e |[sthe “com” Available?

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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Mistakes Beginners Often Make With

Domains
Some people choose domains that are:

e too long,

e difficult to pronounce,

e filled with numbers,

e keyword stuffed,

e or visually cluttered.

Others select names based only on
trends without thinking long term.

A domain should feel:
e natural,
e clean,
e and sustainable long term.

Expectations vs Reality

Initially, | thought domain selection
would take just a few minutes.

But in reality, it became one of the most
Important branding decisions during
the entire website-building journey.
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Because once a domain becomes
connected to:

® yOour content,

e your blogs,

e yvour SEQ,

® your branding,

e and your identity,
It becomes much more than just a web
address. It becomes part of your digital

presence.
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Chapter 6 — Budget Was
One of My Biggest
Considerations

Initially, when | researched website
tools, themes, plugins, hosting plans,
SEO tools, and design platforms, it
honestly felt overwhelming.
Everywhere | looked, there seemed to
be:

e premium plans,

e paid upgrades,

e advanced subscriptions,

e and “must-have” tools being
recommended constantly.

At one stage, | genuinely started feeling
that building a professional website
required a huge budget.

A beginner does not need everything
immediately.

39
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Since | was building the website
iIndependently, budget was one of my
biggest considerations.
| wanted:

e professional quality,
e good performance,
o flexibility,
e and scalability
without spending unnecessarily during
the early stages.

Not every premium tool is necessary in
the beginning. Avoiding the Pressure to
Buy Everything

One mistake many beginners make is
assuming they need:

e expensive themes,

e multiple premium plugins,

e paid SEO suites,

e advanced automation tools,

e and premium subscriptions

Immediately.

40
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Instead of purchasing too many things
iImmediately, | focused on upgrading
only when genuinely necessary.

That approach saved me both
money, and unnecessary confusion.
Since budget mattered, | became
much more intentional about tool
selection. That mindset helped me
avold impulsive purchases.

Why | Preferred Starting Simple
Beginners often overcomplicate
websites iwith more plugins, more
features, m ore animations, and more
tools.

But unnecessary additions can
actually slow websites down, affect
readability, and increase maintenance
ISSUes.
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Instead, | preferred:
e clean layouts,
e essential plugins,
e practical tools,
e and gradual expansion.

What | Felt Was Worth Paying For:
e reliable hosting,
® a proper domain,
e essential plugins if needed,
e and tools that genuinely improved
workflow.

Good hosting especially felt important

because:

e Wwebsite speed,

e uptime,

e and reliability

affect the overall experience
significantly.

| also realised many things can wait

until later.

42
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Expectations vs Reality
Initially, | thought building a website
professionally required spending
heavily from the beginning.

But in reality, | learnt that thoughtful
planning matters much more than
expensive setups.

The website slowly improved over time,
not because | purchased everything
Immediately.

Budgeting Lessons | Learnt

e Beginners do not need every
premium tool immediately

e Simplicity often performs better

e Free tools can still provide
tremendous value

e Hosting and domains are worth
prioritizing early

e Avoid buying tools just because
others recommend them
Gradual scaling reduces financial

pressure

43
© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com



What Felt Worth Paying For
e Reliable hosting
e A clean professional domain
e Essential website security
e Useful workflow tools
e Performance-related improvements

Personal Reflection
Building a website is about making
thoughtful decisions that balance:

e creativity,

e functionality,

e pbranding,

e and sustainability.

And honestly, learning how to build
gradually instead of rushing everything.
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Chapter 7— Why | Chose

Hostinger

One of the biggest decisions during my
website-building journey was selecting
the right hosting provider.
| knew | had to keep in mind

® servers,
e uptime,
e bandwidth,
e SSL,
e backups,
e caching,
e and scalability
e customer support
e speed
| quickly realised there were countless
options available.
Every provider claimed to offer:
e the best speed,
e the best performance,
e the best support,
e and the best pricing.

45
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Comparing Different Hosting Providers
Before selecting a hosting platform, |
spent time:

e reading reviews,

e watching tutorials,

e comparing plans,

e and understanding beginner

experiences.

Some hosting providers looked
powerful but were expensive.

Others looked affordable but had:

e hidden limitations,

e confusing pricing structures,

® OI POOr user experiences according
to reviews.

| needed something that balanced:
e affordability,
e simplicity,
e reliability,
e and future scalability.
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Because | was not building only for the
present moment.

| wanted something that could support
future growth too.

Why Affordability Mattered So Much
Budget was honestly one of my biggest
considerations while selecting hosting. |

did not want to overspend
unnecessarily during the early stages.

| wanted a hosting provider that:
e felt beginner-friendly,
e offered reasonable pricing,
e and provided flexibility for growth.

Eventually, | selected Hostinger
e they had affordable plans,
e beginner-friendly setup,
e useful features,
e -and attractive offers at that time.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
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The pricing felt realistic for where |
currently was in my journey.
And honestly, that made the decision
much easier.

| wanted something where | could:
e install WordPress easily,
e manage domains comfortably,
e understand settings gradually,
e and troubleshoot without feeling
completely lost.

Hosting Multiple Websites Changed My
Perspective
Initially, | only focused on building:

-Simply Sansu

But over time, | eventually expanded

Into:

-Sansu Blogs
-1Click Stories

That expansion made me appreciate

scalability much more.

48
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Because managing multiple websites
becomes significantly easier when:
e hosting is centralized,

e dashboards are familiar,

e and workflows stay consistent.

| realized selecting the right hosting
provider early can save a lot of
complications later.

Expectations vs Reality
In reality, hosting affects:
® speed,
e reliability,
e scalability,
® security,
e and website experience.

| felt comfortable continuing with
Hostinger as my websites grew.
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My Hosting Selection Checklist

e s |t Beginner Friendly?

e |s the Pricing Affordable?

e Does It Include SSL? SSL became
Important for: security,
professionalism, and SEO.

e Can It Handle Multiple Websites?

e |s WordPress Installation Easy?
Since | planned to use
WordPress.org, this mattered a lot.

e Does It Offer Good Support?

e Does the Dashboard Feel Easy to
Navigate?

Hosting Lessons | Learnt

e Hosting affects much more than
beginners initially realise

e Affordability and scalability should
both be considered

e Beginner-friendly dashboards
reduce learning stress

e \Website speed and hosting are
closely connected

50
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e Cheap hosting is not always bad if
selected carefully

e Scalability becomes important
faster than expected

Personal Reflection
Website building is not only about
creativity and design.

It Is also about building a reliable
foundation underneath everything.
And honestly, once my websites
actually started going live online, the
entire journey suddenly started feeling
much more real and exciting.
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Chapter 8 — Why | Selected
WordPress.org Instead of
WordPress.com

Questions in my mind:
e \Which one Is better?
e \WWhich one gives more freedom?
e \Why are there two versions?
e Which one is better for SEO?
e \Which one is easier for beginners?
e \Which one allows monetization?
Some recommended WordPress.com
because:
e |t was easiler,
e more beginner friendly,
e and managed automatically.

Others recommended WordPress.org
because:

e |t offered flexibility,

e ownership,

e plugin access,

e and scalability.
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Why Flexibility Became Important to
Me
| wanted:
e creative control,
e SEO flexibility,
e plugin freedom,
e and customization options.

| did not want my website to feel
restricted later as it grew.

| wanted the ability to:
e install plugins freely,
e customize layouts,
e improve SEO settings,
e add scripts,
e use Elementor,
e experiment with designs,
e and eventually monetize the
website without limitations.

That naturally pushed me toward
WordPress.orsg.
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Plugin Flexibility Changed Everything

Plugins make a huge difference in:

SEOQ,

design,
performance,
security,

analytics,

and user experience.

| wanted the freedom to:
install SEO plugins,
use Elementor,
configure caching,
manage analytics,
Insert scripts,
and experiment with different
functionalities.

With WordPress.org, | could:
customize the website according to
my own needs,

Instead of staying limited by
platform restrictions.
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SEO Control Was Extremely Important
SEO flexibility would matter heavily
long term as WordPress.org gives
significantly greater control over
optimization.

e meta descriptions,
e URLs,
e indexing,
e sitemaps,
e plugins,
e schema settings,
and overall optimization.
.Ownership Became a Big Psychological
Factor
With WordPress.org, the website
genuinely felt like my platform, my
structure, my content, and my creative
space.
Because once:
e branding grows,
e content increases,
e and identity develops,
creative freedom is valuable.
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Monetization Freedom Also Influenced
My Decision
| wanted the ability to:
e add Google AdSense,
e sell ebooks,
® [nsert scripts,
e customize pages,
e and eventually explore other
monetization options.

WordPress.org felt much more scalable
for long-term growth.

Expectations vs Reality
Initially, | thought selecting a website

platform was a small technical decision.

But in reality, platform selection

affects:
o flexibility,
e scalability,
e SEQ,
e monetization,
e branding,
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WordPress.org vs WordPress.com

Feature WordPress.org WordPress.com
Plugin Freedom Full plugin Limited on lower
access plans
Customization Highly Restricted

customizable

SEO Flexibility

Full SEO control

Limited options
initially

Monetization

Complete
freedom

Restrictions on
lower
plans

Ownership Greater control Platform-managed
: Hosted by
Hosting Self-hosted WordPress
Scalability Highly scalable Depends on plan
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What | Learnt During This Phase
e Platform choice affects long-term
flexibility
e Plugin access becomes extremely
Important later
e SEO control matters more than
beginners initially realise
e Ownership creates stronger creative
freedom
e Scalability should be considered
early
Personal Reflection
Website building is also about
e digital ownership,
e creative freedom,
e experimentation,
e and building something that can
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Chapter 9 — Installing
WordPress Properly

Once | finalized hosting and domain,
the next major step was installing

WordPress.
Many small setup decisions later
affect:
e SEQO,
® security,

e website structure,
® User experience,
e and long-term management.

Since | selected WordPress.org along
with Hostinger, the installation process
itself was relatively beginner-friendly.

e SSL,

e permalinks,

e admin dashboard,

e plugins,

e backups,

e database settings, and caching.
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Why | Followed the WordPress Setup
Checklist Carefully
| knew fixing structural mistakes later
could become more complicated.
So instead of rushing directly into:
e themes,
e design,
e and blogging,
| first focused on setting up the
website properly.

Configuring SSL Was One of the First

Priorities
e SSL matters for:
® security,
e trust,

e professionalism,
e and even SEO.
Without SSL.:
e browsers may display warnings,
e visitors may hesitate,
e and website credibility can be
reduced.
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Clean URLs improve:
e readability,
e structure,
® User experience,
e and search engine understanding.

Instead of messy URLs like:
website.com/?p=123
| preferred readable URLs like:
website.com/website-launch-checklist

Setting Up the Admin Dashboard

Properly

® menus,

e settings,

e plugins,

® appearance options,

e widgets,

e updates,

e and countless configurations.
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| slowly configured:
e site title,
e tagline,
e admin email,
e user profile,
e discussion settings,
e media settings,
e and basic preferences.

Timezone Settings Are Important
Timezone settings affect:
e publishing schedules,
e analytics timing,
e packups,
e and content consistency.

Setting the correct timezone helps
avoid confusion later when:

e publishing blogs,

e scheduling posts,

e or monitoring traffic data.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com

62



Learning Basic Security Early Helped

Me
Even small websites need:

e strong passwords,

e backups,

e spam protection,

e and security basics.

| started focusing on:

e secure login credentials,

e plugin reliability,

e Update management,

e and backup systems.

Mistakes | Almost Made
ignoring permalink structure,
delaying SSL setup,
installing unnecessary plugins
Immediately
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Essential WordPress Setup Checklist
SSL Configuration
e Activate HTTPS properly
e \erify browser security lock

Permalink Settings
Use readable SEO-friendly URLs

Admin Settings
e Configure site title and tagline
e Add correct admin email

Timezone Setup
Match local timezone accurately

Security Basics
e Strong passwords
e Reliable plugins
e Basic backups

Website Structure
e Configure menus
e Organize pages properly
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Plugin Setup
e Install only necessary plugins
initially

Expectations vs Reality
In reality, proper setup requires:
e planning,
e patience,
e configuration,
e and understanding foundational
settings.

Then everything else became stable:
e design,
e SEQO,

e pblogging,
e and branding

started becoming easier to manage.
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e Proper setup prevents future
problems

e SSL improves trust and
professionalism

e Permalinks matter significantly
for SEO

e Security should never be ignored

e Small settings can affect long-
term workflow

Personal Reflection
Website building is not only about
creativity. It is also about structure,
preparation, and understanding the
systems behind the website itself.
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Chapter 10 — My
Experience Choosing a

Theme
At that point, the website had:
e 3 domain,
e hosting,

e WordPress installed,
e and the basic structure is ready.

Some themes were stunning, but were:
e extremely slow,
e overloaded with features,
e difficult to customize,
or unnecessarily complicated.
A website should :
e |oad quickly,
e feel readable,
e work well on mobile,
e and create a smooth user
experience.
That balance became one of the
hardest parts of theme selection
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My Theme Selection Checklist
e |[sthe Theme Lightweight?.
e |s |t Mobile Responsive?
e |sthe Layout Clean and Readable?
e |[s |t Compatible With Elementor?
e Does It Feel Aligned With My
Branding?
e s |t Beginner Friendly?
e Can It Scale Later?.
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Speed vs Aesthetics Became a Real
Struggle
Overly heavy themes can negatively
affect:
® speed,
e SEQ,
e readability,
e and even visitor experience.
Choosing visually flashy designs,
or selecting cleaner, lightweight
themes.
e speed matters,
® User experience matters,
e And simplicity often performs
better.
e Lightweight websites often work
better long term.

Most websites | liked had:
e simple structures,
e clean spacing,
e readable typography,
e and uncluttered layouts.
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| wanted my website to feel:
e calm,
e readable,
® organized,
e and approachable.
e Not overcrowded.

Readability mattered much more than
excessive visual complexity.
Readability affects:

e how long people stay,
e how comfortable the website feels,
e and overall user experience.

Themes should support content, not
overpower it.

| started paying attention to:
e whitespace,
e font clarity,
e content width,
e mobile readability,
e and visual balance.
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Why Lightweight Themes Matter

The importance of lightweight themes.

load faster,

perform better,

create smoother experiences,
and are easier to optimize.

Heavy themes may include:
unnecessary animations,
bloated code,
excessive scripts,
and features you may never actually
use.

But while considering:
Core Web Vitals,
speed optimization,
and SEO performance,

| chose lightweight themes.
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| Redesighed Sections More Times
Than | Expected

e change layouts,

e modify sections,

e adjust spacing,

e or rethink visual structure.

The website slowly started improving
through:
e observation,
e [teration,
e and refinement.

Simplicity usually creates stronger
long-term websites.
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Mistakes Beginners Often Make With
Themes

e Choose themes based only on
appearance,

* [gnore speed completely,

e overload websites visually,

e install unnecessary demo content,

e or select complicated designs they
cannot maintain later.

Expectations vs Reality
Initially, | thought choosing a theme
would be a quick visual decision.
But in reality, themes affect:

e SEQ,

® speed,

e readability,

e branding,

® User experience,

e and future flexibility.
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Personal Reflection
Designing is about removing
unnecessary distractions and creating a
cleaner experience for visitors.

What | Learnt During This Phase

e Beautiful websites are not always
user-friendly

e Speed and readability matter
significantly

e [ ightweight themes improve
performance

e Simplicity often creates stronger
branding

e Readability should never be ighored

e Experimentation helps develop
design identity

e Themes should support content,
not distract from it

74
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Chapter 11 — How
Elementor Changed My
Website Building

Experience
One of the tools that completely

changed the way | approached website
building was Elementor.

| wanted creative control over my
website, but | did not want every small
design change to become a technical
struggle.

That is where Elementor completely
changed my experience.
For me, website design was:
e visual,
* Interactive,
e creative,
e and much more approachable.
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The Freedom of No-Code Design
Instead of:

e editing complicated code,

e modifying backend files,

e or relying entirely on preset theme
layouts,

| could visually build sections exactly

the way | imagined them.
| could:

e drag elements,

e rearrange layouts,

e edit sections visually,

e adjust spacing,

e customize typography,

e and experiment with designs in real
time.

Visual Desigh Became Much Easier to
Understand:

e structure,

® spacing,

e aligsnment,

e hierarchy,
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e readability,
e and user flow

It is also about:
e how information flows,
e where attention goes,
e and how comfortable the page feels
to navigate.

Elementor helped me understand
these things practically through
experimentation.

| Experimented Constantly
e redesigned sections,
e changed layouts,
e adjusted spacing,
e moved elements,
e rewrote headings,
e changed button placements,
e and tested different homepage
structures.
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Sometimes | would spend hours
perfecting a section only to completely
redesign it the next day.

Every redesign taught me:
e what looks cluttered,
e what feels clean,
e what improves readability,
e and what aligns better with my
branding.
The website slowly improved through

iteration.
My Biggest Struggle Was Layout
Balance
e visuals,
® spacing,

e readability,
e and structure.
Sometimes pages looked:
e t00 empty,
e too crowded,
e too colorful,
e or too text-heavy.
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Other times:
e sections did not align properly,
e headings felt oversized,
e page simply did not “feel right.”

Sometimes pages either:
e feel visually comfortable,
e or they do not.
e And honestly, developing that
design instinct took time.

Mobile Responsiveness Was Harder
Than | Expected
It needed separate adjustments for:

e tablets,

e mobile screens,

e and smaller devices.
Responsive design is not optional
anymore. It is essential.

® spacing,

e visual hierarchy,

® User experience,

e and design simplicity.
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Mistakes | Made While Using Elementor
For example:

e adding too many sections,

® Qverusing spacing,

e experimenting with excessive
styling,

e constantly redesigning pages,

e and trying to make every page
“perfect.”

What | Started Prioritizing Over Time
Initially, | focused more on:

e aesthetics,

e animations,

e and visual experimentation.

Later, | started prioritizing:
e readability,
e simplicity,
® speed,
e mobile responsiveness,
e and user experience.
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What | Learnt During This Phase
No-code tools can still create
professional websites
Experimentation is part of the
creative process

Mobile responsiveness matters
enormously

Simplicity improves readability and
user experience

Good design develops gradually
through practice

Redesigning repeatedly is normal
during learning

My Elementor Workflow Gradually
Evolved

plan sections first,

design with readability in mind,
optimize mobile layouts early,
avold unnecessary clutter,

and prioritize clarity over excessive
styling.
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Personal Reflection
This was the stage where website
building stopped feeling purely
technical and started feeling genuinely
creative.

Elementor gave me the freedom to:

® experiment,

e express ideas visually,

e and slowly shape the website
according to my own style.

And honestly, seeing pages gradually
transform from blank layouts into
something meaningful became one of
the most satistying parts of the entire
journey.
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Chapter 12 — Designing My
Website Using Canva and
ChatGPT

One of the most creative parts of my
website-building journey was designing
the visual identity of the website.

A website slowly develops its own
personality through:

e banners,

e featured images,

* typography,

e [ayouts,

e color choices,

e content presentation,

e and overall consistency.

Canva and ChatGPT together helped

me:

e brainstorm ideas,

e experiment creatively,

e Improve content structure,

e and gradually shape the visual
identity of the website.
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My Initial Struggle With Website
Visuals
Initially, | focused mainly on:
e functionality,
e setup,
e and structure.

But once | started publishing pages and
blogs, | realised visuals play a huge role
IN:

e readability,

e professionalism,

e emotional connection,
e and branding.

Without strong visuals, even good
content can sometimes feel
incomplete.
| gave more attention to:
e banners,
e graphics,
e featured images,
e and visual consistency.
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| started using Canva for:
blog featured images,
homepage banners,
website graphics,
soclal media visuals,
thumbnails,
and branding experiments.

Canva allowed me to:

test ideas quickly,
experiment with layouts,
and visually improve content
without needing professional design
software.

That made creativity feel much less

intimidating.

How ChatGPT Helped My Creative
Process
brainstorming,
headline ideas,
banner text
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e content structure,
e design inspiration,
e and creative direction.

It definitely supported and accelerated
the creative process.

Maintaining Visual Consistency Was
Harder Than Expected
| started standardizing:

e fonts,

® spacing,

e color palettes,

e Image styles,

e and overall visual tone.

What | Started Prioritizing in Design
e readability,
e consistency,
e clarity,
e emotional tone,
e and branding alignment.
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Mistakes | Made During This Phase
e overdesigned some graphics,
e changed styles too frequently,
e experimented excessively,
e and sometimes prioritized
aesthetics over readability.

What | Learnt During This Phase

e \/isual branding strongly affects
perception

e Canva makes design
experimentation beginner friendly

e Featured images improve
engagement significantly

e Al tools support creativity but do
not replace personal thinking

e -Consistency creates stronger
branding

e Simplicity improves readability and
professionalism

e Design improves gradually through
experimentation
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My Canva Workflow Slowly Improved
Over time, | developed a more
structured approach:

e keep designs readable,

e avold excessive clutter,

e maintain similar branding styles,

e use cleaner typography,

e and prioritize consistency across

pages and blogs.

That structure made the website feel
much more cohesive visually.

Personal Reflection
Website design is not only about
aesthetics.

It Is also about:

e communication,

e emotional tone,

e branding consistency,

e and creating an experience people
remember visually.
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Chapter 13 — Planning My
Website Pages Before
Launch
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A website cannot feel organized unless
Its structure is planned properly.

Once | started creating the website, |
realised page planning affects:

e navigation,

® User experience,

e branding,

e readability,

e and even SEO.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com

91



| started thinking more carefully about:
e what pages the website truly
needed,
e what visitors would expect,
e and how | wanted the overall
experience to feel.
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| Wanted the Website Structure to Feel
Clear and Simple
| did not want the website to feel:
e cluttered,
e confusing,
e or overloaded with unnecessary
sections.

| always appreciated websites that felt:

e clean,

e casy to navigate,
e readable,

e and organized.

| did not want to create:
e dozens of unnecessary pages,
e overly complicated navigation
menus,
e or sections that had no clear
purpose.

Why | Started With Essential Pages
First
| knew | could always expand later.
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| focused on building:

e astrong foundation,

e 3 clear structure,

e and a manageable starting point.
This gradual approach made the entire
process feel much less overwhelming.

The Core Pages | Started With
Home Page
The homepage became the most
Important page emotionally because it
creates the first impression.

| wanted visitors to quickly understand:

e who | am,
e what the website represents,
* -‘my Interests,
e and what kind of content they can
expect.
At the same time, | wanted the
homepage to feel:
e personal,
e professional,
e welcoming,
e and visually clean.
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Balancing personality, branding, and
clarity was surprisingly difficult.

About Page
The About page felt extremely
Important because personal branding
was one of the major reasons | created
the website.
| wanted this page to:
e introduce myself naturally,
e explain my interests,
e talk about SEO and storytelling,
e and create a stronger connection
with visitors.

| wanted it to feel human.

Contact Page
It creates:
e credibility,
e professionalism,
e and accessibility.

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com

95



| wanted visitors to:
e easily reach out,
e ask questions,
e discuss opportunities,
e or connect professionally.

Even a simple contact page makes a
website feel much more complete and
trustworthy.

Services Page
Since my website also reflected my SEO
and digital marketing interests, creating
a Services page became important.
| wanted visitors to understand:

e what | am skilled in,

e what services | offer,

e and the areas | am passionate

about.

Blog Page
It became one of the most important
parts of the website. It allowed me to
share experiences, write about SEOQ,
-discuss website building, and content
creation.
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Accessibility Statement
It is an important part of creating
iInclusive digital experiences.
Adding this page helped me understand
that websites should aim to be:

e usable,

e accessible,

e and comfortable
for a wider range of visitors.

This was one of the stages where |
started thinking beyond aesthetics and
functionality alone.

Certifications and Qualifications Pages
Since the website also reflected my
professional growth, | wanted sections
where visitors could understand -my
qualifications, -certifications, -and
learning journey.
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Why the Gradual Expansion Approach
Worked Better for Me
| focused on:
e launching a strong foundation first,
e and improving gradually later.

That mindset made the website-
building journey much healthier and
more manageable.

Website Planning Mistakes | Almost
Made
e created too many unnecessary
pages
But eventually, | realised:
clarity improves user experience more
than complexity.

What | Learnt During This Phase

e \Website structure affects user
experience significantly

e Simplicity improves navigation and
readability
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e Essential pages matter more than
excessive pages initially
e Personal branding should feel
authentic across all pages
e Blogs become valuable long-term
content assets
e Websites evolve gradually over time
Launching imperfectly is better than
endlessly postponing
My Initial Website Structure
The core pages | started with:
e Home
e About
e Contact
® Services
e Blog
e Accessibility Statement
e Certifications
e Qualifications
Over time, | knew | could continue
expanding based on-new ideas, visitor
needs, SEO opportunities, and personal
growth.
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Personal Reflection
This was the stage where | realised
websites are not built all at once.
They slowly grow:
* page by page,
e [dea by idea,
* and experience by experience.

And honestly, once the website
structure finally started feeling
organized, the entire platform began
feeling much more real, purposeful,
and connected.
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Chapter 14 — Writing My
Homepage Content Took
Longer Than Expected
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Digital Marketer and PR Specialist

Once | actually started writing the
content, | realised the homepage
carries enormous responsibility.

Because the homepage is usually:
e the first impression,
e the first interaction,
e and the first explanation visitors
receive about the website.
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And honestly, this stage took much
longer than | expected.

| wanted the homepage to:
e iIntroduce me,
e explain my SEO interests,
e showcase services,
e reflect storytelling,
e feel personal,
e and still look professional

Balancing Professionalism and
Personality Was Hard

| strongly wanted authenticity.

| did not want my homepage to sound
like:

® a copied corporate website,

e an overly technical portfolio,

e Or arobotic marketing page.
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At the same time, | wanted visitors to
understand:
e my skills,
e my Interests,
e and what the website represents
professionally.

The Importance of Messaging

e Every section communicates
something.

e headings create first impressions,

e subheadings guide understanding,

e visuals influence emotional tone,

e and even button text affects
Interaction.

Writing Clear CTAs Was More Difficult
Than Expected

A homepage without clear direction can
feel confusing.
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| wanted visitors to easily understand:
e Wwhere to g0 next,
e what to explore,
e and what action to take.

That meant | had to think carefully
about:

e putton placement,

e wording,

e and user flow.

Simplifying Communication Became
Extremely Important
simplicity improves communication.
Visitors decide very quickly whether:

e they understand the website,

e they feel connected,

e and whether they want to continue
exploring.
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That taught me the importance of:
e shorter sentences,

e clearer messaging,

e structured sections,

e and simpler explanations.

Clarity is part of good design too.
My Homepage Content Checklist

e Does the Homepage Clearly Explain
Who | Am?

e |sthe Messaging Simple and
Readable?

e Does the Website Feel Personal and
Authentic?

e Are the CTAs Clear?

e |sthe Homepage Visually Balanced?

e Does It Reflect My Branding?

e |sthe Homepage Mobile Friendly?
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e Clear communication matters

e Homepage messaging affects first
Impressions heavily

e Authenticity creates stronger
emotional connection

e CTAs guide visitor experience

e Simplicity improves readability

e Homepage writing improves
through experimentation

e Branding and messaging are
connected

Expectations vs Reality

In reality, it became one of the longest
and most reflective parts of the
website-building process.
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Homepage content is not only about
information. It is about:

e |dentity,

e communication,

e first iImpressions,

e and emotional connection.

Personal Reflection
This was the stage where | realised
websites are not only built through
design.
They are also built through:

e communication,

e clarity,

e storytelling,

e and emotional connection.

And honestly, writing the homepage
taught me much more about branding

than | initially expected.
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Chapter 15 — Onpage SEO

SEO

| made sure to keep my webiste SEO
optimized:

e meta descriptions,

e Indexing,

e internal linking,

e sitemaps,

e readability,

e structured URLs,

e and optimization,

| started:
e publishing pages,
e writing blogs,
e editing headings,
e creating URLSs,
e and optimizing content
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A good meta descriptions should:

e clearly explain the page,
e feel readable,

e and encourage curiosity naturally.

Headings Help With Content
Structure

e organize information

e improve readability

e guide visitors

e and help search engines

understand content structure.

| kept in mind:
e hierarchy
e section flow
e clarity
e and readability

Using:
e H1
e H2
e H3
e and structured sections
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It made the content feel:
e cleaner,
e casier to navigate,
e and much more professional

Internal Linking
internal linking helps:
e connect content,
e iImprove SEO structure,
e guide readers,
e and strengthen website
organization.

Once | started adding links between:
e blogs,
e related pages,
e and service sections,
the website started feeling much more
connected.

It improved user experience because
visitors could naturally explore related
content without confusion.
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URLs Became Part of Branding Too
URLs affect:

e readability,

e professionalism,

e SEQ,

e and branding.

Cleaner URLs are much more effective.

For example:
website.com/website-launch-checklist
feels significantly cleaner than:
website.com/blog-post-final-version-
new-2026

| prioritizied:
e simplicity,
e readability,
e and clarity.
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Readability Became One of My Biggest
Priorities
content should be easy to consume.

Readability affects:
® User experience,
e engagement,
e time on page,
e and overall content quality.

| paid attention to:
e sentence length,
e paragraph spacing,
e heading structure,
e flow,
e and clarity.

This made the content feel:
e lighter,
e easier to read,
e and more engaging.
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Mistakes | Made While Learning SEO
e (gnored internal linking,
e underestimated readability,

Good SEO is usually simpler and more
human-focused .

What | Learnt During This Phase

e Meta descriptions affect clarity and
engagement

e Headings improve both readability
and structure

e [nternal linking strengthens website
organization

e URLs contribute to branding and
readability

e Readability improves user
experience significantly

e SEO Is deeply connected to
communication and clarity
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My SEO Priorities
e readability,
e structure,
® User experience,
e consistency,
e and content quality.

Meta Descriptions Became Important:
e clickability,
e clarity,
e search visibility,
e and first impressions.

Along with:
e keywords,
e optimization,
e and rankings.

Personal Reflection
SEO Is creative, strategic, and practical.
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Chapter 16 — Installing
Yoast SEO and
Understanding Optimization

< C %o simplysansu.com/wp-admin/admin.php?page=wpsec_dashboard#/first-time-configuration

:_, ‘ﬂ' Sansu Abraham | Digital Marketing &... © 20 ' 1+ New vi 3 ='-== Hostinger WPForms Edit Home Page

First-time configuration

Tell us about your site, so we can get it ranked! Let's get your site in tip-top shape for the search

Dashboard _
engines. Follow these 5 steps to make Google understand what your site is abol
Task li
Blers cerber SEOQ DATA OPTIMIZATION Edit
[ $1)  First-time configurati ] SITE REPRESENTATION Edit

SOCIAL PROFILES Edit

PERSONAL PREFERENCES Edit

FINISH CONFIGURATION

ol
"
s

Learn how to get the most out of your Yoast plugin £

Settings

Yoast helped me with Sitemaps,
Readablity scores, Indexing , Metadata

How Yoast SEO Improved My Workflow:
e structure blogs better,
e monitor metadata,
e - Improve readability,
e manage indexing,
e and organize SEO settings more
efficiently.
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Managing SEO manually for every page
can become overwhelming.and plugins
like Yoast SEO can be very helpful with

e structure,

e readability,

e metadata,

e sitemap generation,

e indexing guidance,

e and content optimization awareness

Plugins help guide better optimization
decisions.
e optimization indicators,
e SEQO scores,
e readability analysis,
e schema settings,
® Indexing settings,
e and multiple recommendations
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Sitemap Generation
Sitemaps help search engines:
e discover pages,
e understand website structure,
e and crawl content more efficiently.

Yoast SEO can automatically generate
XML sitemaps.

Readability Scores guided me on
e sentence length,
e paragraph size,
e transition words,
® passive voice,
e or reading flow.

Readability analysis improved:
e content structure,
e visual flow,
e and overall user experience.
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It made optimization feel:
e more visual,
e more understandable,
e and much less intimidating.

Mistakes | Made Initially
SEO should support content quality,
not damage authenticity.

What | Learnt During This Phase
e SEO plugins simplify optimization
e Sitemaps are important for indexing
e Readability affects user experience
o Metadata influences search

visibility and clicks
e SEO tools should guide, not control
creativity

e |ndexing takes time and structure

Personal Reflection
Yoast SEO made the optimisation
process much less intimidating
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Chapter 17 — Connecting
Google Search Console

< C 2% search.google.com/search-ca

‘ Google Search Console

https://simplysansu.com/

Overview

Q) Insights
Performance

N
Q. URL inspection

Indexing ~
|_|:| Fages
9F Sitemaps

& Removals

Experience ~

(#y Core Web Vitals

HTTPS

Enhancements ~

&< Breadcrumbs

......................................................... 119
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One of the most exciting stages of my
website-building journey was finally
connecting my website to Google
Search Console.

It helped me understand:
e how Google sees my website,
e whether pages are getting indexed,
e how Visibility works,
e and whether people are discovering
my content.

Search Console became one of the
most valuable tools in my entire
website-building process.

Verifying the ownership of the website.
e DNS verification,
e HIML tags,
e Google Analytics connection,
e and file uploads.
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https://search.google.com/search-console/about

The verification made it feel connected
to the internet ecosystem, officially
online now.

Watching Impressions Appear Was
Motivating
One of the most exciting moments
during my website journey was seeing
my first impressions appear inside
Search Console.

Difference Between Impressions and

Clicks
It made me think about titles, meta

descriptions, readability, and search
Intent.

Search Console taught me technical

SEO, user behavior and content
presentation.

Monitoring Visibility Became Addictive
Watching pages appear in search
results became exciting and motivating
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e GSC is essential for SEO monitoring

e [ndexing Is a process, not an instant
event

e XML sitemaps help search engines
understand websites

e Impressions and clicks provide
different insights

e SEO growth usually happens
gradually

e \/isibility tracking improves strategic
thinking

e Data helps improve content and
optimization

My Sitemap Submission Process
e install Yoast SEO
e generate XML sitemap
e open Google Search Console
e verify website ownership
e submit sitemap URL
e monitor indexing progress
e track impressions and clicks
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Personal Reflection
This was the stage where my website
finally stopped feeling invisible.

For the first time, | could actually see:
e pages getting discovered,

® |[mpressions increasing,

e and search visibility slowly growing.

And honestly, watching my website
gradually appear inside Google Search
Console became one of the most
motivating moments of the entire
journey.
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Chapter 18 — Google
Analytics Helped Me
Understand My Visitors

* O & ¥ @

- Q hing "how t e fur m < o
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&
e
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Analytics from
a reporting tool, into a decision-making
tool.

e Monitoring Sessions Helped Me
Understand Engagement Better

e Audience Insights Became
Strategically Valuable

e Learning Through Experimentation
Became the Biggest Teacher

© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com

124



Once Analytics was integrated properly,
the website suddenly became much
more than just pages and content.

| could actually observe:

e how visitors interacted with the
website,

e Which pages attracted attention,

e how long users stayed,

e where traffic originated from,

e and what type of content generated
engagement.

Analytics Made SEO Feel More Real:
® USer sessions,

e engagement,

® acquisition,

e traffic sources,

e and behavioral flow
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The website started feeling like an
active digital ecosystem where:
® Users navigate,
* interact,
* engage,
e and make behavioral decisions

Tracking Traffic Became More Than
Just Numbers

e traffic increases,

® page Views,

® |[mpressions,

® and sessions.

e How many visitors came?

e \Which pages keep users engaged?

e What content performs better
organically?

e Where are visitors dropping off?

e \Which topics generate curiosity?

e How do users navigate through the
site?
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user behavior often reveals things that
assumptions cannot.
e readability,
e content structure,
e internal linking,
e visual flow,
e and content depth.

Successful content is not only about:
e optimization,
e Or rankings.

It is also about:
® User experience,
e engagement,
e and relevance.
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What | Learnt During This Phase
e Analytics becomes powerful when
combined with practical
Implementation
e User behavior often reveals more
than assumptions
e Engagement matters more than raw
traffic alone
e SEO and UX are deeply
Interconnected
e Audience insights improve strategic
decision-making
Real-world data interpretation differs
from theoretical understanding
Personal Reflection
Websites are not only about publishing
content or improving rankings.
They are also about understanding:
e people,
e behavior,
e engagement,
e and digital interaction patterns.
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Chapter 19 — Why | Started
Using Google Tag Manager

O Google Marketing Platform  Home = 0 @
Manage your Google N
. Ads accounts in Google n O 8 5

Marketing Platform.

.’ Tag Manager

As the website started growing,
managing tracking codes manually
across could become difficult to
maintain.

Initially, while setting up:
e Google Analytics,
e Google Search Console,
e Google AdSense,
e and other integrations,
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| used Site Kit to simplify the
Integration of Google Search Console,
Google Analytics, and other Google
tools, making it easier to monitor my

website's performance from one
dashboard.

Initially, | inserted scripts directly into
the website using plugins and
header/footer sections.

But constantly editing website code or
repeatedly modifying headers for every
integration is neither efficient nor
scalable.

That was the stage where | started
exploring Google Tag Manager.
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https://tagmanager.google.com/

Tag Manager introduced concepts like:
e tags,
o triggers,
e variables,
e containers,
e and event tracking.

For website scalability and tracking
workflows, the value of Google Tag
Manager is very helpful.

Repeated manual edits create several
problems:
® unnecessary clutter,
e increased chances of mistakes,
e difficult maintenance,
e and dependency on repeated code
editing.
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Instead of:
e editing theme files repeatedly,
e modifying headers manually,
e or inserting scripts individually,
| could manage integrations from one
place.

As websites grow:
e tracking requirements increase,
e Integrations expand,
e and marketing tools become more
Interconnected.

Tag Manager helped prepare the
website for that future flexibility.

Tag Manager created a cleaner
separation between:
e website structure,
e and tracking implementation.
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e Centralized tracking management
Improves scalability

e Google Tag Manager reduces
repeated code editing

e Future flexibility matters while
building websites

e Organized integrations simplify
workflow management

e Tracking systems become more
complex as websites grow

e Practical implementation improves
technical understanding

e Structured systems reduce long-
term maintenance stress
My Main Reasons for Using GTM

e centralized script management

e -easier integrations

e reduced manual code editing

e scalability for future tracking

e cleaner workflow organization

e flexibility for future
experimentation
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Personal Reflection
Implementing Google Tag Manager
made the entire setup feel much more
scalable, organized, and professionally
structured for future growth.
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Chapter 20 — Installing
Plugins Carefully

< & %% simplysansu.com/wp-admin/plugins.php o 7} = 9

LN

y—y Hostinger WPForms Edit Home Page

¢ Get Started All (22) | Active (19) Inactive (3) | | -!L\i-".‘.'\" Available (15) | Must-Use (2) Search installed ;J|Lll:._]il'"i:
C . : : 22|
W WooCommerce Biill: actiahg v Apply 22
B Products ) o
Plugin Description
=] Payments
3CX Live Chat Chat and Call with your web visitors for free. Setup your free 3CX account to activate.
il Analytics ate | Delete

Version 10.0.17 | By 3CX | View d

4 Marketing
Ally - Web Accessibility & Usability Improve your website's accessibility with ease. Customize capabilities such as text resizing, contrast medes, link highlights, and easily generate an
WPForms . | Delete accessibility statement to demonstrate your commitment to inclusivity.
Version 4.1.1 | By Elementor.com | View details
® UAE
¥ Appearance
» PP - £} There is a new version of Ally - Web Accessibility & Usability available. View version 4.1.2 details or update now
K Plugins 15
Installed Plugins Contact Form 7 Just another contact form plugin. Simple but flexible.
Add Plugin Settings | Deactivate Version 6.1.5 | By Rock Lobster Inc. | View details

Plugin File Editor

£} There is a new version of Contact Form 7 available. View version 6.1.6 details or update now.

e Users
& Tools
Elementor The Elementor Website Builder has it all: drag and drop page builder, Atomic Editor, pixel perfect design, global and reusable style systems, mobile
Settings &t ivate | Get Elementor Pro responsive editing, and more. Get started now!
5 Version 4.0.7 | By Elementor.com | View details | Do Qs | Vic toria
§ Yoast SEO (3
’* Structured Data > There is a new version of Elementor available. View version 4.1.1 details or update now
LiteSpeed Cache
~n Heads up, Please backup before upgrade!

WordPress plugins are both incredibly
powerful and potentially dangerous if
used carelessly.

But over time, | realized something
iImportant:
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More plugins do not automatically
create a better website.
e |nfact, unnecessary plugins can
often slower performance,

. conflicts,

o Security risks,

. maintenance Issues,

o and unnecessary complexity.
o overlap in functionality,

o add unnecessary scripts

As | learnt more about website
optimization, Core Web Vitals, and user
experience, | became much more
selective.

Security Became a Bigger Concern

Poorly maintained plugins can:
. create vulnerabilities,
o conflict with updates,
® Or expose websites to security risks.
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| started paying attention to:
e plugin reputation,
e update frequency,
e compatibility,
e and community trust.

The Essential Plugins That Became Part
of My Workflow

e Yoast SEO

e Elementor

e Header/Footer Plugins

e Caching Plugins

Mistakes | Almost Made

Websites grow stronger through
thoughtful optimization, not endless
additions.
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e Plugin overload negatively affects
performance

e Security considerations are
extremely important

e Every plugin should provide clear
value

e Simplicity often improves website
stability

e Performance and SEO are closely
connected

e Reliable plugins matter more than
flashy features

e Optimization is an ongoing process

Personal Reflection
WordPress flexibility is powerful, but it
also requires discipline.

e functionality,

e performance,
® Security,

e and simplicity
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Chapter 21 — Mobile
Optimization

<« & 25 simplysansu.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=1318&action=elementor

Elements
Widge lobal
Atomic Elements New @
Div bloc Flexbox
5 H
Heading
Image graph
fa
oo @
Button
-
l_\:l \tl'"‘.»"\e

Access all Pro widgets. Upgrade Now

While using Elementor, | learnt that

Sansu Abraham...¢

Digital Marketer and PR Specialist < 4

With a strong passion for Digital Marketing &
Branding, | focus on building meaningful online
experiences through creativity, strategy, and
analytics. As a certified digital marketing
enthusiast, | enjoy exploring SEO, content
optimization, branding, and audience engagement
while continuously expanding my skills in th

digital space. Over the years, | have built mu'
websites across different niches, blending

layouts which feel visually balanced on
desktop do not automatically translate

e tablets,

well to:

e mobile devices,
e Oor smaller screens
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Responsive design often requires.
e mobile spacing,
e content stacking,
e responsive visibility,
e and section behavior
e much more deeply.

| realized:
e cleaner structures,
e simpler layouts,
e and balanced spacing adapt much
better across devices.

spacing affects:
e readability,
e visual comfort,
e usability,
e and overall user experience.
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Sometimes:
e sections felt too compressed,
e puttons appeared too close
e or large empty gaps disrupted the
flow.
e Fixing spacing required constant
testing and adjustment.

| gave more attention to:
e padding,
e margins,
e content width,
e and vertical rhythm.

These refinements made a huge
difference in how professional and
comfortable the website felt on mobile
devices.
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Testing Across Devices Became
Extremely Important
| realised different devices behave
differently.
Layouts can vary across:
phones,
tablets,
browsers,
screen sizes,
and operating systems.

That made testing extremely
important:

responsiveness,

text readability,

Image scaling,

button usability,

and layout flow

across multiple devices.
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Mobile Optimization Changed How |
Desighed Pages
Mobile optimization taught me to think
more strategically about:
e content hierarchy,
® responsiveness,
e readability,
® spacing,
e and user flow.

| started asking:
e |s this section still readable on
smaller screens?
e Does the spacing feel comfortable?
e Are buttons easy to tap?
e Does the content stack naturally?
e |[s the page visually overwhelming
on mobile?
It improved both:
e design quality,
e and user experience significantly.
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My Mobile Optimization Checklist

e |sthe Layout Readable on Smaller
Screens?

e Are Sections Stacking Properly?

e |s Spacing Balanced?

e Are Buttons Mobile Friendly?

e Are Images Responsive?

e |sTypography Comfortable?

e |s Navigation Easy to Use?

e Does the Website Feel Smooth
Across Devices?

Mistakes | Made During This Phase

e designed too heavily for desktop
iInitially,

e underestimated spacing
Importance,

e created overly complex sections,

e and assumed responsiveness would
happen automatically.
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What | Learnt During This Phase

e Mobile optimization is essential

e Responsive design requires testing

e Simpler layouts adapt better across
devices

e Spacing strongly affects usability

e Mobile UX influences overall
website quality

e -Cross-device testing reveals hidden
problems

e Readability matters even more on
smaller screens

Personal Reflection
Websites are no longer designed
primarily for desktop screens.
They are designhed for real people
using:
e phones,
e tablets,
e [aptops,
e -and multiple browsing
environments.
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Chapter 22 — Website
Speed and Performance
Optimization

As my website gradually started
becoming more content-heavyl started
paying much closer attention to
website speed.

~ PageSpeed Insights

Make your web pages fast on all devices
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Website Speed Started Affecting Real
User Experience
Initially, | did not notice smaller
performance issues immediately
because | was mostly testing the
website on:

* my own internet connection,

e my own devices,

e and familiar environments.

But once | started -testing pages
repeatedly,
e checking mobile responsiveness,
e monitoring loading behavior,
e and analyzing performance,

| realised some pages were:
e loading slower than expected,
e visually heavy,
e or delayed because of unnecessary
assets.
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Why Speed Matters for SEO
Search engines increasingly prioritize:
e faster websites,

e smoother user experiences,

e and mobile-friendly performance.
Users themselves naturally prefer:

® responsive pages,

e faster navigation,

e and reduced waiting time.

Performance Optimization Became an
Ongoing Process

That means performance optimization
improves both:
SEO visibility & visitor satisfaction.

Image Compression Became Extremely
Important

Images optimized (T
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| started paying attention to:
e file sizes,
e dimensions,
e formats,
e and optimization balance.

Caching Helped Improve Website
Performance
e [0ad faster,
e reduce repeated processing,
e and improve performance
consistency.

Using caching plugins helped:
e reduce load times,
® |[Mmprove responsiveness,
e and create a smoother browsing
experience overall.

This became especially valuable:
WordPress websites, plugins, and
visual builders can naturally become
resource-heavy over time.
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Unnecessary Plugins Were Slowing the
Website Down

every additional plugin potentially
adds:

® SCripts,

e SS,

e database requests,

e and processing overhead.

Removing unnecessary plugins
improved:
e performance,
e dashboard speed,
e and frontend responsiveness

Loading Speed Changed How |
Desighed Pages
e Does this section need animations?
e |s this image optimized?
e |s this plugin necessary?
e Does this Improve user experience?
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Mistakes | Made Initially
uploaded oversized images,
ignored performance early,
installed unnecessary plugins,
and prioritized aesthetics over
speed initially.

What | Learnt During This Phase
Website speed affects both SEO and
UX

Oversized images slow websites
Caching improves loading
performance

Plugins should be reviewed
carefully

Simpler websites often perform
better

Performance optimization is an
ongoing process

User experience improves
dramatically with faster loading
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My Performance Optimization
Priorities
® i[mage optimization,
e cleaner layouts,
e reducing unnecessary plugins,
e -caching,
e mobile responsiveness,
e and loading consistency.

Personal Reflection
Websites are not only judged by how
they look.

They are also judged by:
e how quickly they load,
e how smoothly they function,
e and how comfortable the browsing
experience feels.
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Chapter 23 — Security,
Backups, and Website
Protection

SECURE
CONNECTION

TRUST &
SAFETY

4
y
> a SSL
EEEEEEEE D

Every website needs protection,
regardless of size. Protecting that work
becomes extremely important.
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| started paying much attention to:
e SSL,
e packups,
e spam protection,
e security plugins,
e and recovery systems.

SSL Became More Important Than Just
“HTTPS”

SSL helps:
e encrypt communication,
e Improve trust,
e support SEO,
e and create safer browsing
experiences.
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Without SSL.:
e browsers may display warnings,
e visitors may hesitate,
e and websites can appear
untrustworthy.

Once SSL was properly configured, the
website immediately felt:
e more professional,
® more secure,
e and more credible.

It became one of those foundational
things that visitors may not consciously
notice when present but definitely
notice when missing.

Backups Became Emotionally
Important
A proper backup system creates peace
of mind.
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It means:
e mistakes can be reversed,
e updates become less stressful,
e and recovery becomes possible if
problems occur.

Spam Protection Became Necessary
Faster Than Expected
| implemented:
e spam filtering,
e moderation systems,
e and basic protection measures

Security Plugins Became Part of My
Workflow

| focused on balanced solutions that
improved.:

e login protection,

e malware prevention,

e spam filtering,

e and general website safety
without slowing the website down.
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Recovery Systems Reduced Fear While
Experimenting

Without recovery systems, every
change starts feeling risky.

But once:
e backups,
e restore points,
e and protective systems
are in place, experimentation becomes
much less stressful.

Security Also Became Part of
Professionalism

Visitors feel more comfortable on
websites that:
e [0ad securely,
e avoid spam,
e function reliably,
e and appear trustworthy.
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Mistakes | Almost Made
Looking back, | definitely:
e underestimated backups initially,
e delayed thinking seriously about
spam,
e and assumed smaller websites were
less vulnerable.

What | Learnt During This Phase

e SSL improves both security and
trust

e Backups are essential, not optional

e Spam protection becomes
necessary

e Security plugins require balanced
Implementation

e Recovery systems reduce website
management stress

e \WWebsite security affects
professionalism and UX

e Maintenance is part of long-term
website growth
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My Website Protection Priorities

Over time, | focused mainly on:
e SSL configuration,
e reliable backups,
e spam prevention,
e secure login practices,
e -plugin reliability,
e and recovery preparedness.

That combination created a much
safer and more stable environment
for long-term growth.

Personal Reflection
Building a website is only half the
responsibility.
The other half is:

e protecting it,

e maintaining it,

e and preparing for unexpected

problems.
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Chapter 24 — Monetization
and AdSense Setup

<« C (‘33 adsense.google.com/adsense/u/0/pub-2227119335924055/onboarding
= ¢& Google AdSense Home
‘ () Home Let's get you started
[=] Ads Just follow the steps to start earning wi
B Sites

simplysansu.com ~

,E'. Privacy & messaging

o @ ravments @ ~os
4 Brand safety
Your profile is complete Ads settings confirmed
[i] Reports Edit
@ Policy center o
. | —

» (&) Payment
4 {S} Accoun t

| began thinking about monetization
possibilities as well
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| started exploring:
1.Google AdSense,
2.ebook monetization,
3.direct payment methods,
4.and future digital income
possibilities.

Monetization is not only about earning
money.
It is also about balancing:
® User experience,
e trust,
e pbranding,
e and long-term value.
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For example, while setting up ebook
sales, | started with:
direct bank transfer options instead of
building overly complicated
ecommerce systems.

This kept the process:
e simple,
e manageable,
e and easier to control during the
early stages.

As the website continues growing, |
know monetization systems can
gradually evolve later.

Google AdSense Became My First
Advertising Experiment
Ad Placement Was Harder Than |
Expected
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Ad placement affects:
e readability,
® User experience,
e engagement,
e and website aesthetics significantly.

Some placements felt:
e distracting,
* Intrusive,
e or visually uncomfortable.

Others blended more naturally into the
content experience.

Biggest learning:
Monetisation should support the
website, not damage the experience.

| was selective about:
e ad density,
e placement balance,
e and visual flow.
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Balancing User Experience and
Monetization Became Extremely
Important
e an ad-heavy platform
e where monetization overwhelms
content.
e excessive ads,
e Intrusive popups,
e autoplay elements,
e and cluttered layouts
completely damage the browsing
experience.

| wanted monetization to remain:
e subtle,
e balanced,
e and aligned with the website’s
branding and readability.

Big Lesson:
long-term trust matters more than
short-term monetization decisions.
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Future Monetization Ideas Started
Expanding

| saw multiple future monetization
possibilities
e ebooks,
e SEO-related services,
e digital products,
e affiliate marketing,
e brand collaborations,
e consulting,
e and content-driven opportunities.

Monetization Also Changed My
Strategic Thinking

| started thinking more carefully about:
e audience trust,
e content quality,
e branding consistency,
e and long-term sustainability.
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Chapter 25 — What
Building My Website
Ultimately Taught Me

When | first started building my
website, | thought the journey would
be:

e website creation,
e SEO implementation,
e and digital marketing skills.

But looking back now, | realise the
experience taught me something much
deeper.

Building a website slowly became:

e alearning process,

® a creative process,

e a branding journey,

e and in many ways, a personal
growth experience.
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Consistency Matters More Than
Motivation
Consistency matters far more than
occasional bursts of motivation.
Some days:
e creativity flows naturally,
e content ideas come easily,
e and progress feels exciting.
Other days:
e things break,
e traffic feels slow,
e layouts feel frustrating,
e Or motivation disappears
completely.
But websites grow through:
e continued effort,
e gradual improvement,
e and repeated refinement over time.
This became especially visible in:
e SEO,
e content publishing,
e optimization,
e and branding development.
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Creativity Became More Important
Than | Expected

e homepage messaging,

e color choices,

e featured images,

e [ayouts,

e pblog structure,

e and even page flow.

Branding Is Much Deeper Than Visual
Design

Experimentation Became the Real
Teacher

Self-Expression Became Part of the
Website
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Advice | Would Give Beginners

e Do not overcomplicate the
beginning

e Focus on learning practically

e Start with a strong foundation

e Prioritize readability and clarity

e Build gradually instead of chasing
perfection

e Understand your website’s purpose
clearly

e Think long-term while making
decisions

e Keep experimenting and refining

e [ earn from implementation, not
only tutorials

e Be patient with growth and SEO
results

And honestly, watching Simply Sansu,

Sansu Blogs, and IClick Stories evolve

from ideas into real digital platforms,
were very rewarding.
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Resources & Tools

| have used a variety of tools while

building, optimizing, and launching

websites. While there are countless

options, the following are some of the
tools that | found useful during
different stages of the website launch.
Website Building
e WordPress.org
e Elementor
SEO
e Google Search Console
e Google Analytics
e Google Keyword Planner
e Ahrefs
e SEMrush
e Yoast SEO
Performance & Technical Checks

e Google PageSpeed Insights
e GTmetrix
e Pingdom
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Content & Writing
e Grammarly

e ChatGPT

Design & Images
e Canva
e Unsplash

Security & Compliance

e CookieYes
e Wordfence

Email Marketing
e Hostinger Reach

Hosting

e Hostinger

Final Thought
Tools can make your work easier, but
they are only as effective as the
strategy behind them. Use them to
support your website launch process,
not replace thoughtful planning and
execution.
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Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQs)

1. What is a meta title?

A meta title is the title that appears in
search engine results and browser tabs.
It helps search engines and users
understand what a page is about.

2. What is a meta description?

A meta description is a short summary
of a webpage that appears below the
title in search results. A well-written
meta description can improve click-
through rates.

3. What is schema markup?
Schema markup is structured data
added to a website's code that helps
search engines better understand the
content on a page.

4. What is structured data?
Structured data is a standardized format
used to provide information about a
webpage and its content. Schema.org is
the most commonly used structured

data vocabulary. 172
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5. Do | need schema markup on my
website?

While not mandatory, schema markup
can improve how your content appears
In search results and may help generate

rich results such as FAQs, reviews, and

breadcrumbs.
6. What is an XML sitemap?
An XML sitemap is a file that helps
search engines discover and crawl
Important pages on your website.

7. Why should | submit my sitemap to
Google Search Console?
Submitting a sitemap helps Google find
and index your pages more efficiently.
8. What is Google Search Console?
Google Search Console is a free tool
that helps website owners monitor
iIndexing, search performance, technical
Issues, and website visibility in Google
Search.
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9. What is Google Analytics?
Google Analytics tracks website traffic
and user behavior, helping you
understand how visitors interact with
your website.

10. Why is mobile responsiveness
important?

A responsive website provides a better
user experience across devices and is
an important ranking factor for search
engines.

11. What is page speed and why does it
matter?

Page speed refers to how quickly a
webpage loads. Faster websites
Improve user experience and can
positively impact SEO.

12. What are alt tags?

Alt tags are descriptions added to
Images that help search engines
understand image content and improve
accessibility for users.
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13. What is SSL and why do | need it?
SSL encrypts data transferred between
your website and visitors. Websites
with SSL display HTTPS and are
considered more secure.

14. What are canonical tags?
Canonical tags help search engines
identify the preferred version of a
webpage when similar or duplicate
content exists.

15. What is a robots.txt file?

A robots.txt file tells search engine
crawlers which parts of your website
they can or cannot access.

16. How do | know if my website is
ready to launch?

A website Is generally ready when
content, SEO settings, analytics,
security, mobile responsiveness, forms,
and technical checks have been
reviewed and tested.
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17. Do | need a privacy policy and
cookie notice?

Yes. Depending on your audience and
location, privacy policies and cookie
notices may be required for legal
compliance and transparency.

18. What should | do after launching my
website?

Monitor traffic, track rankings, review
user behavior, fix technical issues,
submit pages for indexing, and continue
optimizing content and performance.
19. How do canonical tags help with
SEOQO?

Canonical tags tell search engines
which version of a page should be
treated as the primary version when
similar or duplicate content exists. This
helps consolidate ranking signals and
prevents duplicate content issues.
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20. What is crawl budget, and should |
be concerned about it?

Crawl budget refers to the number of
pages search engines are willing to
crawl on your website within a given
period. While it Is usually not a concern
for small websites, larger websites can
benefit from optimizing crawl efficiency
through proper site structure, internal
linking, and technical SEO.
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Glossary

Alt Text (Alt Tag)

A description added to an image that
helps search engines understand image
content and improves accessibility for

users with screen readers.
Analytics
The collection and analysis of website
data to understand visitor behavior,
traffic sources, and performance.
Backlink
A link from another website pointing to
your website. Backlinks can help
Improve search engine visibility and
authority.
Canonical Tag
An HTML tag that tells search engines
which version of a page should be
treated as the primary version.

CMS (Content Management System)

Software that allows users to create,

manage, and publish website content

without extensive coding knowledge.
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Crawl
The process by which search engines
discover and analyze webpages.
Domain Name
The web address people use to access a
website, such as www.simplysansu.com.
FAQ Schema
A type of structured data that helps
search engines understand frequently
asked questions and their answers on a
webpage.
Google Analytics
A tool that tracks website traffic, visitor
behavior, and user engagement.
Google Search Console
A free Google tool that helps website
owners monitor search performance,
Indexing, and technical issues.
Hosting

A service that stores website files and

makes them accessible on the internet.
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Indexing

The process of adding webpages to a

search engine's database so they can
appear in search results.
Internal Link
A link that connects one page of a
website to another page on the same
website.
Keyword
A word or phrase that users enter into
search engines when looking for
iInformation.
Meta Description
A short summary of a webpage that
may appear in search engine results
below the page title.
Meta Title
The title displayed in search engine
results and browser tabs that helps
describe a webpage.
Mobile Responsiveness
The ability of a website to adapt and
display properly on smartphones,
tablets, and desktops.
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Page Speed
The time it takes for a webpage to load
and become usable for visitors.
Redirect
A method of automatically sending
visitors and search engines from one
URL to another.
Robots.txt
A file that tells search engine crawlers
which areas of a website they can or
cannot access.
Schema Markup
A form of structured data that helps
search engines better understand
website content.

SEO (Search Engine Optimization)
The practice of improving a website's
visibility in search engine results.
Sitemap
A file that lists important pages on a
website to help search engines discover
and crawl content.
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SSL Certificate
A security certificate that encrypts data
transferred between a website and its
visitors, enabling HTTPS.
Structured Data
A standardized format used to provide
additional information about webpage
content to search engines.
URL
The web address of a specific page or
resource on a website.
User Experience (UX)

The overall experience a visitor has
while interacting with a website.
WordPress
A popular content management system
used to build and manage websites.

182
© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com



Privacy Policy

Privacy Statement
This eBook does not collect, store, or
process any personal information from
readers. Any personal information
provided through external websites,
contact forms, newsletter
subscriptions, or services referenced in
this eBook is subject to the privacy
policies of those respective platforms.
Readers are encouraged to review the
privacy policies of any third-party
websites, tools, or services mentioned
In this publication.

183
© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com



Final Thoughts

Launching a website is more than a
technical process. It is a journey of
learning, problem-solving, and growth.
No website launch is perfect. There will
always be things you wish you had done
differently, features you want to
Improve, and lessons you learn along
the way. Mistakes are not setbacks; they
are part of the process. Each challenge
teaches you something new and helps
you build a better website the next time
around.

As creators, we evolve with every
project. What begins as an idea slowly
takes shape through curiosity, patience,
and continuous learning. The website
you launch today does not have to be
the final version. It simply has to be the
starting point.

My own website journey taught me that
growth comes from taking action,
learning from mistakes, and staying

open to iImprovement. 184
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Every update, every adjustment, and
every lesson learned contributes to
creating something better over time.
So launch with confidence, learn as you
go, and remember that your website,
like you, will continue to evolve.
The goal is not perfection. The goal is
progress.
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About This eBook
This Website Launch Checklist & Guide
brings together practical insights,
essential checks, and useful resources
to help website owners, bloggers,
freelancers, and businesses launch with
confidence.

Whether you're launching your first
website or refining an existing one, this
guide is designed to help you avoid
common mistakes and build a stronger
foundation for long-term success.

About the Author
Sansu Abraham is a Digital Marketing
and Digital PR professional with
experience in SEO, content marketing,
website development, and online
visibility. Through Simply Sansu, she
shares practical insights, personal
experiences, and actionable resources
to help individuals and businesses grow
their online presence.
WWW.simplysansu.com
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	Chapter 1 — Why I Decided to Build My Website
	At that stage, I did not fully understand domains, hosting, SEO, plugins, analytics, or even how websites actually functioned behind the scenes. To me, websites simply looked polished and complete from the outside. I never realised how much planning, experimentation, and problem-solving goes into building one from scratch.
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	I wanted:
	my own domain,
	my own branding,
	my own content structure,
	and complete creative freedom.
	At that point, I also started thinking about personal branding more seriously.
	That is where the idea of creating a personal brand website began.
	From the outside, website creation looks simple.
	But once you begin, you realize there are hundreds of small decisions involved.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	What pushed me toward finally creating my own website was a combination of multiple things.
	I wanted to build one myself.
	I wanted a space where I could:
	express my thoughts,
	share my learning journey,
	showcase my skills,
	write blogs,
	talk about SEO and branding,
	and slowly create something meaningful over time.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Websites are much more complex than they appear from the outside
	Personal branding starts with clarity, not design
	SEO becomes easier when you learn through practice
	Digital ownership matters more than most beginners realise
	Building something meaningful takes time and experimentation
	Confusion is a normal part of the learning process
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	My Initial Goals for the Website
	Build a personal digital identity
	Showcase my SEO and digital marketing interests
	Share blogs and personal experiences
	Create a long-term personal brand
	Build something that could grow with time

	Personal Reflection
	This was the phase where I realized that building a website is not only about technology.
	It is also about identity, creativity, communication, and the desire to create something that genuinely represents you online.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	Chapter 2 — Understanding the Purpose of My Website
	One of the biggest mistakes many beginners make while creating a website is starting with design before understanding purpose.
	A website without purpose quickly starts feeling directionless.
	I understood that my website needed to become a combination of several things together.
	It was not just:
	a blog,
	a portfolio,
	or a business website.
	It was a mix of:
	SEO,
	storytelling,
	branding,
	digital marketing,
	personal experiences,
	and service presentation.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	I wanted visitors to feel like:
	a real person exists behind the content,
	the website has personality,
	and the writing comes from genuine experiences.
	I wanted the website to look professional enough to showcase my:
	·
	SEO interests,
	digital marketing skills
	services
	and work experience.
	Balancing those two sides was harder than I expected.
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	Combining SEO, Storytelling, and Services
	This became the core foundation of my website.

	I wanted the website to:
	teach,
	inform,
	express,
	and also professionally represent my skills.

	For example:
	My blogs would reflect storytelling and personal observations,
	my SEO-related content would showcase my interests and learning,
	and my service pages would communicate my professional capabilities.

	wanted everything to feel like part of the same personality and brand.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com

	Understanding Who My Website Was For
	I had clarity on my audience:
	people interested in SEO,
	digital marketing learners, ·readers who enjoy reflective blogs,
	professionals exploring branding,
	and people wanting to understand my work and skills.

	Website Purpose Checklist
	What Value Do I Provide?
	Why Should People Visit My Website?
	What Problem Does My Website Solve?

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Website purpose shapes every future decision
	Personal branding and professionalism can coexist
	Understanding audience changes content strategy
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	Personal Reflection
	A website is:
	an identity,
	a communication platform,
	and a long-term digital space that represents both my personality and professional interests.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	Chapter 3 — Why Personal Branding Became Important to Me
	A website is not only a technical platform.
	It is also a reflection of identity.
	Once I started planning pages, writing content, selecting visuals, and structuring my homepage, I realized every small detail communicates something about the person behind the website.
	I Wanted My Website to Feel Human
	One thing I strongly wanted from the beginning was authenticity.

	I wanted visitors to feel that:
	a real person exists behind the content, the thoughts are genuine,
	and the website has warmth and individuality.
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	That became very important to me.

	Personal Branding Is Much More Than Logos
	Branding is:
	how people remember you,
	how your content makes them feel,
	the consistency of your voice,
	your communication style,
	and the experience people associate with your platform.

	I realised that even things like:
	writing style,
	homepage tone,
	blog structure,
	image choices,
	and page simplicity
	all contribute to branding.
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	Trying to Balance Professionalism and Personality
	I wanted the website to:
	look professional,
	showcase my SEO and digital marketing interests,
	and still feel personal and approachable.

	Consistency is Important
	Audiences connect more with:
	consistency,
	authenticity,
	and clarity.

	I started focusing on:
	maintaining a consistent tone,
	using similar visual styles,
	writing honestly,
	and improving gradually.
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	Understanding the Importance of Identity Online
	Digital identity matters much more today than many people realize.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Personal branding is much deeper than visual identity
	Authenticity creates stronger connection than perfection
	Consistency matters more than constantly redesigning everything
	Storytelling makes websites feel more human
	Branding develops gradually through experimentation
	A website reflects personality
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	My Personal Branding Priorities
	While building my website, I consciously wanted the platform to feel:
	simple,
	readable,
	warm,
	creative,
	personal,
	·EO-focused,
	and authentic.
	Those values slowly started shaping my content strategy.

	Personal Reflection
	Websites are not only built with plugins,themes, and code.
	They are also built with:
	identity,
	personality,
	communication,
	and emotional connection.
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	Chapter 4 — How I Chose the Name “Simply Sansu”
	One of the most surprisingly difficult parts of building my website was deciding what to name it.
	A website name is not just a label.
	It slowly becomes:
	your identity,
	your brand,
	your recognition,
	and sometimes even the first impression people remember about you.
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	I Did Not Want a Complicated Name
	While brainstorming ideas, I noticed that many website names online were:
	too long,
	difficult to spell,
	hard to pronounce,
	overly technical,
	or impossible to remember after hearing them once.

	I wanted something:
	simple,
	memorable,
	personal,
	and easy to recognize.
	Because branding is not only visual.
	It is also psychological.

	People remember names that feel natural.
	That understanding slowly pushed me toward simplicity.
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	Why “Simply Sansu” Felt Right
	I wanted the website to feel:
	approachable,
	authentic,
	and human.
	The name “Simply Sansu” eventually stood out because it naturally reflected the style and tone and was flexible enough to grow with me over time.
	Most importantly, it sounded like something I could genuinely connect with emotionally.

	The Importance of Simplicity in Branding
	Simplicity is extremely powerful and often creates stronger memorability, is easier to search and easier to recommend to others.

	That became one of the biggest reasons I stayed with “Simply Sansu.”
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	Naming Mistakes Beginners Commonly Make
	While researching domains and branding, beginners often choose names that are  difficult because they are:
	too long,
	hard to spell,
	filled with random numbers,
	overly keyword stuffed,
	or too limiting for future growth.
	too SEO-focused,
	too technical,
	or too niche-specific.

	Overly restrictive names can become limiting if your content expands later.
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	My Website Naming Checklist
	Does the Name Feel Personal?
	Can the Brand Grow in the Future?
	Does the Domain Look Clean?
	Does the Name Match My Personality?
	Because branding feels much easier when the identity genuinely reflects who you are.

	Expectations vs Reality
	Initially, I thought website naming was a small task. But it became one of the most important branding decisions during the entire process.
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	Once a website starts growing:
	Personal Reflection
	Branding is not only about appearing professional.
	It is also about creating something that genuinely feels like you.
	And honestly, once the name “Simply Sansu” started feeling emotionally connected to my journey, the website itself slowly started feeling real too.
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	Chapter 5 — Domain Selection and My Thought Process
	Once I finalized the name “Simply Sansu,” the next important step was selecting the domain.
	Domains play a much bigger role than most beginners initially understand.
	A domain affects:
	first impressions,
	memorability,
	trust,
	readability,
	branding,
	and even how professional a website feels.
	Why I Preferred a “.com” Domain
	One of the earliest decisions I made was choosing a .com extension.
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	Domain Buying Tips for Beginners
	Keep the domain simple and clean
	Avoid unnecessary numbers or symbols
	Prioritize readability and pronunciation Think long term before purchasing
	Choose branding over keyword stuffing
	Check availability across social platforms if possible
	Avoid trends that may feel outdated later
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	At that stage, many other domain extensions were also available:
	net
	online
	blog
	site
	store
	and many newer alternatives.

	But honestly, .com still felt the most natural and trustworthy to me.
	.

	I wanted my website to:
	feel professional,
	look credible,
	and appear trustworthy immediately.
	A .com domain helped create that impression.
	long-term branding.

	Simplicity and familiarity felt safer for long-term growth.
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	Readability Became Extremely Important
	While exploring domain ideas, I realised readability matters far more than creativity.

	I avoided:
	unnecessary symbols,
	complicated combinations,
	random numbers,
	and difficult spellings.

	Why I Avoided Complicated Spellings
	Creativity can sometimes reduce clarity.
	For example, replacing letters unnecessarily, shortening words awkwardly,  or using uncommon spellings might make the domain look unique initially but create long-term branding problems later.
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	The Trust Factor of Domains
	Clean domains, readable names,
	and professional-looking URLs
	instantly create better first impressions.

	My Thought Process Before Buying the Domain
	Before finally purchasing the domain, I spent time asking myself practical branding questions.
	Because once content grows, SEO improves, and changing domains becomes difficult.

	My Domain Buying Checklist
	Is the Domain Easy to Remember?
	Is It Easy to Spell?
	Does It Feel Professional?
	Is It Flexible for Future Growth?
	Does It Match My Branding Style?
	Is the “.com” Available?
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	Mistakes Beginners Often Make With Domains
	Some people choose domains that are:
	too long,
	difficult to pronounce,
	filled with numbers,
	keyword stuffed,
	or visually cluttered.
	Others select names based only on trends without thinking long term.

	A domain should feel:
	natural,
	clean,
	and sustainable long term.

	Expectations vs Reality
	Initially, I thought domain selection would take just a few minutes.
	But in reality, it became one of the most important branding decisions during the entire website-building journey.
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	Because once a domain becomes connected to:
	your content,
	your blogs,
	your SEO,
	your branding,
	and your identity,
	It becomes much more than just a web address. It becomes part of your digital presence.
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	Chapter 6 — Budget Was One of My Biggest Considerations
	Initially, when I researched website tools, themes, plugins, hosting plans, SEO tools, and design platforms, it honestly felt overwhelming. Everywhere I looked, there seemed to be:
	premium plans,
	paid upgrades,
	advanced subscriptions,
	and “must-have” tools being recommended constantly.
	At one stage, I genuinely started feeling that building a professional website required a huge budget.
	A beginner does not need everything immediately.
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	Since I was building the website independently, budget was one of my biggest considerations.
	I wanted:
	professional quality,
	good performance,
	flexibility,
	and scalability
	without spending unnecessarily during the early stages.
	Not every premium tool is necessary in the beginning. Avoiding the Pressure to Buy Everything
	One mistake many beginners make is assuming they need:
	expensive themes,
	multiple premium plugins,
	paid SEO suites,
	advanced automation tools,
	and premium subscriptions immediately.
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	Instead of purchasing too many things immediately, I focused on upgrading only when genuinely necessary.

	That approach saved me both
	money,  and unnecessary confusion.
	Since budget mattered, I became much more intentional about tool selection. That mindset helped me avoid impulsive purchases.

	Why I Preferred Starting Simple
	Beginners often overcomplicate websites iwith more plugins,  more features, m ore animations,  and more tools .
	But  unnecessary additions can actually slow websites down, affect readability, and increase maintenance issues.
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	Instead, I preferred:
	clean layouts,
	essential plugins,
	practical tools,
	and gradual expansion.

	What I Felt Was Worth Paying For:
	reliable hosting,
	a proper domain,
	essential plugins if needed,
	and tools that genuinely improved workflow.

	Good hosting especially felt important because:
	website speed,
	uptime,
	and reliability
	affect the overall experience significantly.

	I also realised many things can wait until later.
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	Expectations vs Reality
	Initially, I thought building a website professionally required spending heavily from the beginning.
	But in reality, I learnt that thoughtful planning matters much more than expensive setups.
	The website slowly improved over time, not because I purchased everything immediately.

	Budgeting Lessons I Learnt
	Beginners do not need every premium tool immediately
	Simplicity often performs better
	Free tools can still provide tremendous value
	Hosting and domains are worth prioritizing early
	Avoid buying tools just because others recommend them
	Gradual scaling reduces financial pressure
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
	What Felt Worth Paying For


	A clean professional domain
	Essential website security
	Useful workflow tools
	Performance-related improvements

	Personal Reflection
	Building a website is about making thoughtful decisions that balance:
	creativity,
	functionality,
	branding,
	and sustainability.
	And honestly, learning how to build gradually instead of rushing everything.
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	Chapter 7 — Why I Chose Hostinger
	One of the biggest decisions during my website-building journey was selecting the right hosting provider.
	servers,
	uptime,
	bandwidth,
	SSL,
	backups,
	caching,
	and scalability
	customer support
	speed
	I quickly realised there were countless options available.
	Every provider claimed to offer:
	the best speed,
	the best performance,
	the best support,
	and the best pricing.
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	Comparing Different Hosting Providers
	Before selecting a hosting platform, I spent time:
	reading reviews,
	watching tutorials,
	comparing plans,
	and understanding beginner experiences.

	Some hosting providers looked powerful but were expensive.
	Others looked affordable but had:
	hidden limitations,
	confusing pricing structures,
	or poor user experiences according to reviews.
	I needed something that balanced:
	affordability,
	simplicity,
	reliability,
	and future scalability.
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	Because I was not building only for the present moment.
	I wanted something that could support future growth too.

	Why Affordability Mattered So Much
	Budget was honestly one of my biggest considerations while selecting hosting. I did not want to overspend unnecessarily during the early stages.

	I wanted a hosting provider that:
	felt beginner-friendly,
	offered reasonable pricing,
	and provided flexibility for growth.

	Eventually, I selected Hostinger
	they had affordable plans,
	beginner-friendly setup,
	useful features,
	·and attractive offers at that time.
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	The pricing felt realistic for where I currently was in my journey.
	And honestly, that made the decision much easier.

	I wanted something where I could:
	install WordPress easily,
	manage domains comfortably,
	understand settings gradually,
	and troubleshoot without feeling completely lost.

	Hosting Multiple Websites Changed My Perspective
	Initially, I only focused on building:
	·Simply Sansu
	But over time, I eventually expanded into:
	·Sansu Blogs
	·iClick Stories
	That expansion made me appreciate scalability much more.
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	Because managing multiple websites becomes significantly easier when:
	dashboards are familiar,
	and workflows stay consistent.

	I realized selecting the right hosting provider early can save a lot of complications later.
	Expectations vs Reality
	In reality, hosting affects:
	speed,
	reliability,
	scalability,
	security,
	and website experience.
	I felt comfortable continuing with Hostinger as my websites grew.
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	My Hosting Selection Checklist
	Does It Include SSL? SSL became important for: security, professionalism,  and SEO.
	Can It Handle Multiple Websites?
	Is WordPress Installation Easy? Since I planned to use WordPress.org, this mattered a lot.
	Does It Offer Good Support?
	Does the Dashboard Feel Easy to Navigate?

	Hosting Lessons I Learnt
	Hosting affects much more than beginners initially realise
	Affordability and scalability should both be considered
	Beginner-friendly dashboards reduce learning stress
	Website speed and hosting are closely connected
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com

	Cheap hosting is not always bad if selected carefully
	Scalability becomes important faster than expected

	Personal Reflection
	Website building is not only about creativity and design.
	It is also about building a reliable foundation underneath everything.
	And honestly, once my websites actually started going live online, the entire journey suddenly started feeling much more real and exciting.
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	Chapter 8 — Why I Selected WordPress.org Instead of WordPress.com
	Questions  in my mind:
	Some recommended WordPress.com because:
	it was easier,
	more beginner friendly,
	and managed automatically.

	Others recommended WordPress.org because:
	it offered flexibility,
	ownership,
	plugin access,
	and scalability.
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	Why Flexibility Became Important to Me
	I wanted:
	creative control,
	SEO flexibility,
	plugin freedom,
	and customization options.

	I did not want my website to feel restricted later as it grew.
	I wanted the ability to:
	install plugins freely,
	customize layouts,
	improve SEO settings,
	add scripts,
	use Elementor,
	experiment with designs,
	and eventually monetize the website without limitations.

	That naturally pushed me toward WordPress.org.
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	Plugin Flexibility Changed Everything
	Plugins make a huge difference in:
	SEO,
	design,
	performance,
	security,
	analytics,
	and user experience.

	I wanted the freedom to:
	install SEO plugins,
	use Elementor,
	configure caching,
	manage analytics,
	insert scripts,
	and experiment with different functionalities.

	With WordPress.org, I could:
	customize the website according to my own needs,
	instead of staying limited by platform restrictions.
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	SEO Control Was Extremely Important
	SEO flexibility would matter heavily long term as WordPress.org gives significantly greater control over optimization.
	meta descriptions,
	URLs,
	indexing,
	sitemaps,
	plugins,
	schema settings,
	and overall optimization.

	.Ownership Became a Big Psychological Factor
	With WordPress.org, the website genuinely felt like my platform,  my structure, my content, and my creative space.
	Because once:
	branding grows,
	content increases,
	and identity develops,

	creative freedom is valuable.
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	Monetization Freedom Also Influenced My Decision
	I wanted the ability to:
	add Google AdSense,
	sell ebooks,
	insert scripts,
	customize pages,
	and eventually explore other monetization options.

	WordPress.org felt much more scalable for long-term growth.
	Expectations vs Reality
	Initially, I thought selecting a website platform was a small technical decision.
	But in reality, platform selection affects:
	flexibility,
	scalability,
	SEO,
	monetization,
	branding,
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	WordPress.org vs WordPress.com
	Feature
	WordPress.org
	WordPress.com
	Plugin Freedom
	Full plugin access
	Limited on lower plans
	Customization
	Highly customizable
	Restricted
	SEO Flexibility
	Full SEO control
	Limited options
	initially
	Monetization
	Complete freedom
	Restrictions on lower
	plans
	Ownership
	Greater control
	Platform-managed
	Hosting
	Self-hosted
	Hosted by WordPress
	Scalability
	Highly scalable
	Depends on plan
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Scalability should be considered early

	Personal Reflection
	Website building is also about
	digital ownership,
	creative freedom,
	experimentation,
	and building something that can evolve with you long term.
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	Chapter 9 — Installing WordPress Properly
	Once I finalized hosting and domain, the next major step was installing WordPress.
	Many small setup decisions later affect:
	SEO,
	security,
	website structure,
	user experience,
	and long-term management.
	Since I selected WordPress.org along with Hostinger, the installation process itself was relatively beginner-friendly.
	SSL,
	permalinks,
	admin dashboard,
	plugins,
	backups,
	database settings, and caching.
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	Why I Followed the WordPress Setup Checklist Carefully
	I knew fixing structural mistakes later could become more complicated.
	So instead of rushing directly into:
	themes,
	design,
	and blogging,

	I first focused on setting up the website properly.
	Configuring SSL Was One of the First Priorities
	SSL matters for:
	security,
	trust,
	professionalism,
	and even SEO.

	Without SSL:
	browsers may display warnings,
	visitors may hesitate,
	and website credibility can be reduced.
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	Clean URLs improve:
	readability,
	structure,
	user experience,
	and search engine understanding.
	Instead of messy URLs like:
	website.com/?p=123
	I preferred readable URLs like:
	website.com/website-launch-checklist

	Setting Up the Admin Dashboard Properly
	menus,
	settings,
	plugins,
	appearance options,
	widgets,
	updates,
	and countless configurations.
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	I slowly configured:
	site title,
	tagline,
	admin email,
	user profile,
	discussion settings,
	media settings,
	and basic preferences.

	Timezone Settings Are Important
	Timezone settings affect:
	publishing schedules,
	analytics timing,
	backups,
	and content consistency.

	Setting the correct timezone helps avoid confusion later when:
	publishing blogs,
	scheduling posts,
	or monitoring traffic data.
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	Learning Basic Security Early Helped Me
	Even small websites need:
	strong passwords,
	backups,
	spam protection,
	and security basics.

	I started focusing on:
	secure login credentials,
	plugin reliability,
	update management,
	and backup systems.

	Mistakes I Almost Made
	ignoring permalink structure,
	delaying SSL setup,
	installing unnecessary plugins immediately
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	Essential WordPress Setup Checklist
	Activate HTTPS properly
	Verify browser security lock

	Permalink Settings
	Use readable SEO-friendly URLs

	Admin Settings
	Configure site title and tagline
	Add correct admin email

	Timezone Setup
	Match local timezone accurately

	Security Basics
	Strong passwords
	Reliable plugins
	Basic backups

	Website Structure
	Configure menus
	Organize pages properly
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	Plugin Setup
	Expectations vs Reality
	In reality, proper setup requires:
	planning,
	patience,
	configuration,
	and understanding foundational settings.

	Then everything else became stable:
	design,
	SEO,
	blogging,
	and branding
	started becoming easier to manage.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Security should never be ignored
	Small settings can affect long-term workflow

	Personal Reflection
	Website building is not only about creativity. It is also about structure, preparation, and understanding the systems behind the website itself.
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	Chapter 10 — My Experience Choosing a Theme
	At that point, the website had:
	a domain,
	hosting,
	WordPress installed,
	and the basic structure is ready.

	Some themes were stunning, but were:
	extremely slow,
	overloaded with features,
	difficult to customize,
	or unnecessarily complicated.

	A website should :
	load quickly,
	feel readable,
	work well on mobile,
	and create a smooth user experience.

	That balance became one of the hardest parts of theme selection
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	My Theme Selection Checklist
	Is the Theme Lightweight?.
	Is It Mobile Responsive?
	Is the Layout Clean and Readable?
	Is It Compatible With Elementor?
	Does It Feel Aligned With My Branding?
	Is It Beginner Friendly?
	Can It Scale Later?.
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	Speed vs Aesthetics Became a Real Struggle
	Overly heavy themes can negatively affect:
	speed,
	SEO,
	readability,
	and even visitor experience.

	Choosing visually flashy designs,
	or selecting cleaner, lightweight themes.
	speed matters,
	user experience matters,
	And simplicity often performs better.
	Lightweight websites often work better long term.

	Most websites I liked had:
	simple structures,
	clean spacing,
	readable typography,
	and uncluttered layouts.
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	I wanted my website to feel:
	calm,
	readable,
	organized,
	and approachable.
	Not overcrowded.

	Readability mattered much more than excessive visual complexity.
	Readability affects:
	how long people stay,
	how comfortable the website feels,
	and overall user experience.
	.

	Themes should support content, not overpower it.
	I started paying attention to:
	whitespace,
	font clarity,
	content width,
	mobile readability,
	and visual balance.
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	Why Lightweight Themes Matter
	The importance of lightweight themes.
	load faster,
	perform better,
	create smoother experiences,
	and are easier to optimize.

	Heavy themes may include:
	unnecessary animations,
	bloated code,
	excessive scripts,
	and features you may never actually use.

	But while considering:
	Core Web Vitals,
	speed optimization,
	and SEO performance,

	I chose lightweight themes.
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	I Redesigned Sections More Times Than I Expected
	change layouts,
	modify sections,
	adjust spacing,
	or rethink visual structure.

	The website slowly started improving through:
	observation,
	iteration,
	and refinement.

	Simplicity usually creates stronger long-term websites.
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	Mistakes Beginners Often Make With Themes
	Choose themes based only on appearance,
	ignore speed completely,
	overload websites visually,
	install unnecessary demo content,
	or select complicated designs they cannot maintain later.

	Expectations vs Reality
	Initially, I thought choosing a theme would be a quick visual decision.
	But in reality, themes affect:
	SEO,
	speed,
	readability,
	branding,
	user experience,
	and future flexibility.
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	Personal Reflection
	Designing is about removing unnecessary distractions and creating a cleaner experience for visitors.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Beautiful websites are not always user-friendly
	Speed and readability matter significantly
	Lightweight themes improve performance
	Simplicity often creates stronger branding
	Readability should never be ignored
	Experimentation helps develop design identity
	Themes should support content, not distract from it
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	Chapter 11 — How Elementor Changed My Website Building Experience
	One of the tools that completely changed the way I approached website building was Elementor.
	I wanted creative control over my website, but I did not want every small design change to become a technical struggle.
	That is where Elementor completely changed my experience.
	For me, website design was:
	visual,
	interactive,
	creative,
	and much more approachable.
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	The Freedom of No-Code Design
	Instead of:
	editing complicated code,
	modifying backend files,
	or relying entirely on preset theme layouts,
	I could visually build sections exactly the way I imagined them.

	I could:
	drag elements,
	rearrange layouts,
	edit sections visually,
	adjust spacing,
	customize typography,
	and experiment with designs in real time.
	Visual Design Became Much Easier to Understand:
	structure,
	spacing,
	alignment,
	hierarchy,
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	readability,
	and user flow

	It is also about:
	how information flows,
	where attention goes,
	and how comfortable the page feels to navigate.

	Elementor helped me understand these things practically through experimentation.
	I Experimented Constantly
	redesigned sections,
	changed layouts,
	adjusted spacing,
	moved elements,
	rewrote headings,
	changed button placements,
	and tested different homepage structures.
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	Sometimes I would spend hours perfecting a section only to completely redesign it the next day.

	Every redesign taught me:
	what looks cluttered,
	what feels clean,
	what improves readability,
	and what aligns better with my branding.

	The website slowly improved through iteration.
	My Biggest Struggle Was Layout Balance
	visuals,
	spacing,
	readability,
	and structure.

	Sometimes pages looked:
	too empty,
	too crowded,
	too colorful,
	or too text-heavy.
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	Other times:
	sections did not align properly,
	headings felt oversized,
	page simply did not “feel right.”
	Sometimes pages either:
	feel visually comfortable,
	or they do not.
	And honestly, developing that design instinct took time.

	Mobile Responsiveness Was Harder Than I Expected
	It needed separate adjustments for:
	tablets,
	mobile screens,
	and smaller devices.

	Responsive design is not optional anymore. It is essential.
	spacing,
	visual hierarchy,
	user experience,
	and design simplicity.
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	Mistakes I Made While Using Elementor
	What I Started Prioritizing Over Time
	Initially, I focused more on:
	aesthetics,
	animations,
	and visual experimentation.

	Later, I started prioritizing:
	readability,
	simplicity,
	speed,
	mobile responsiveness,
	and user experience.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	No-code tools can still create professional websites
	Experimentation is part of the creative process
	Mobile responsiveness matters enormously
	Simplicity improves readability and user experience
	Good design develops gradually through practice
	Redesigning repeatedly is normal during learning

	My Elementor Workflow Gradually Evolved
	plan sections first,
	design with readability in mind,
	optimize mobile layouts early,
	avoid unnecessary clutter,
	and prioritize clarity over excessive styling.
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	Personal Reflection
	This was the stage where website building stopped feeling purely technical and started feeling genuinely creative.

	Elementor gave me the freedom to:
	experiment,
	express ideas visually,
	and slowly shape the website according to my own style.
	And honestly, seeing pages gradually transform from blank layouts into something meaningful became one of the most satisfying parts of the entire journey.
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	Chapter 12 — Designing My Website Using Canva and ChatGPT
	One of the most creative parts of my website-building journey was designing the visual identity of the website.
	A website slowly develops its own personality through:
	banners,
	featured images,
	typography,
	layouts,
	color choices,
	content presentation,
	and overall consistency.
	Canva and ChatGPT together helped me:
	brainstorm ideas,
	experiment creatively,
	improve content structure,
	and gradually shape the visual identity of the website.
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	My Initial Struggle With Website Visuals
	Initially, I focused mainly on:
	functionality,
	setup,
	and structure.
	But once I started publishing pages and blogs, I realised visuals play a huge role in:
	readability,
	professionalism,
	emotional connection,
	and branding.

	Without strong visuals, even good content can sometimes feel incomplete.
	I gave more attention to:
	banners,
	graphics,
	featured images,
	and visual consistency.
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	I started using Canva for:
	blog featured images,
	homepage banners,
	website graphics,
	social media visuals,
	thumbnails,
	and branding experiments.

	Canva allowed me to:
	test ideas quickly,
	experiment with layouts,
	and visually improve content without needing professional design software.

	That made creativity feel much less intimidating.
	How ChatGPT Helped My Creative Process
	brainstorming,
	headline ideas,
	banner text
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	content structure,
	design inspiration,
	and creative direction.
	It definitely supported and accelerated the creative process.

	Maintaining Visual Consistency Was Harder Than Expected
	I started standardizing:
	fonts,
	spacing,
	color palettes,
	image styles,
	and overall visual tone.

	What I Started Prioritizing in Design
	readability,
	consistency,
	clarity,
	emotional tone,
	and branding alignment.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	Mistakes I Made During This Phase
	overdesigned some graphics,
	changed styles too frequently,
	experimented excessively,
	and sometimes prioritized aesthetics over readability.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Visual branding strongly affects perception
	Canva makes design experimentation beginner friendly
	Featured images improve engagement significantly
	AI tools support creativity but do not replace personal thinking
	·Consistency creates stronger branding
	Simplicity improves readability and professionalism
	Design improves gradually through experimentation
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	My Canva Workflow Slowly Improved
	Over time, I developed a more structured approach:
	keep designs readable,
	avoid excessive clutter,
	maintain similar branding styles,
	use cleaner typography,
	and prioritize consistency across pages and blogs.

	That structure made the website feel much more cohesive visually.
	Personal Reflection
	Website design is not only about aesthetics.
	It is also about:
	communication,
	emotional tone,
	branding consistency,
	and creating an experience people remember visually.
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	Chapter 13 — Planning My Website Pages Before Launch
	A website cannot feel organized unless its structure is planned properly.
	Once I started creating the website, I realised page planning affects:
	navigation,
	user experience,
	branding,
	readability,
	and even SEO.
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	I started thinking more carefully about:
	what pages the website truly needed,
	what visitors would expect,
	and how I wanted the overall experience to feel.
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	I Wanted the Website Structure to Feel Clear and Simple
	I did not want the website to feel:

	I always appreciated websites that felt:
	clean,
	easy to navigate,
	readable,
	and organized.

	I did not want to create:
	dozens of unnecessary pages,
	overly complicated navigation menus,
	or sections that had no clear purpose.

	Why I Started With Essential Pages First
	I knew I could always expand later.
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	I focused on building:
	a strong foundation,
	a clear structure,
	and a manageable starting point.
	This gradual approach made the entire process feel much less overwhelming.

	The Core Pages I Started With
	Home Page
	The homepage became the most important page emotionally because it creates the first impression.
	I wanted visitors to quickly understand:
	who I am,
	what the website represents,
	·my interests,
	and what kind of content they can expect.

	At the same time, I wanted the homepage to feel:
	personal,
	professional,
	welcoming,
	and visually clean.
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	About Page
	The About page felt extremely important because personal branding was one of the major reasons I created the website.

	I wanted this page to:
	introduce myself naturally,
	explain my interests,
	talk about SEO and storytelling,
	and create a stronger connection with visitors.

	I wanted it to feel human.
	Contact Page
	It creates:
	credibility,
	professionalism,
	and accessibility.
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	I wanted visitors to:
	easily reach out,
	ask questions,
	discuss opportunities,
	or connect professionally.
	Even a simple contact page makes a website feel much more complete and trustworthy.

	Services Page
	Since my website also reflected my SEO and digital marketing interests, creating a Services page became important.

	I wanted visitors to understand:
	what I am skilled in,
	what services I offer,
	and the areas I am passionate about.

	Blog Page
	It became one of the most important parts of the website. It allowed me to share experiences, write about SEO,  ·discuss website building, and content creation.
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	Accessibility Statement
	It is an important part of creating inclusive digital experiences.
	Adding this page helped me understand that websites should aim to be:
	usable,
	accessible,
	and comfortable
	for a wider range of visitors.
	This was one of the stages where I started thinking beyond aesthetics and functionality alone.

	Certifications and Qualifications Pages
	Since the website also reflected my professional growth, I wanted sections where visitors could understand ·my qualifications, ·certifications,  ·and learning journey.
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	Why the Gradual Expansion Approach Worked Better for Me
	I focused on:
	launching a strong foundation first,
	and improving gradually later.
	That mindset made the website-building journey much healthier and more manageable.

	Website Planning Mistakes I Almost Made
	created too many unnecessary pages

	But eventually, I realised:
	clarity improves user experience more than complexity.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Website structure affects user experience significantly
	Simplicity improves navigation and readability
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	Essential pages matter more than excessive pages initially
	Personal branding should feel authentic across all pages
	Blogs become valuable long-term content assets
	Websites evolve gradually over time
	Launching imperfectly is better than endlessly postponing

	My Initial Website Structure
	The core pages I started with:
	Home
	About
	Contact
	Services
	Blog
	Accessibility Statement
	Certifications
	Qualifications
	Over time, I knew I could continue expanding based on·new ideas, visitor needs, SEO opportunities, and personal growth.
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	Personal Reflection
	This was the stage where I realised websites are not built all at once.

	They slowly grow:
	page by page,
	idea by idea,
	and experience by experience.
	And honestly, once the website structure finally started feeling organized, the entire platform began feeling much more real, purposeful, and connected.
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	Chapter 14 — Writing My Homepage Content Took Longer Than Expected
	Once I actually started writing the content, I realised the homepage carries enormous responsibility.
	Because the homepage is usually:
	the first impression,
	the first interaction,
	and the first explanation visitors receive about the website.
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	And honestly, this stage took much longer than I expected.

	I wanted the homepage to:
	introduce me,
	explain my SEO interests,
	showcase services,
	reflect storytelling,
	feel personal,
	and still look professional

	Balancing Professionalism and Personality Was Hard
	I strongly wanted authenticity.

	I did not want my homepage to sound like:
	a copied corporate website,
	an overly technical portfolio,
	or a robotic marketing page.
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	At the same time, I wanted visitors to understand:
	my skills,
	my interests,
	and what the website represents professionally.

	The Importance of Messaging
	Every section communicates something.
	headings create first impressions,
	subheadings guide understanding,
	visuals influence emotional tone,
	and even button text affects interaction.

	Writing Clear CTAs Was More Difficult Than Expected
	A homepage without clear direction can feel confusing.
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	I wanted visitors to easily understand:
	where to go next,
	what to explore,
	and what action to take.

	That meant I had to think carefully about:
	button placement,
	wording,
	and user flow.

	Simplifying Communication Became Extremely Important
	simplicity improves communication.

	Visitors  decide very quickly whether:
	they understand the website,
	they feel connected,
	and whether they want to continue exploring.
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	That taught me the importance of:
	shorter sentences,
	clearer messaging,
	structured sections,
	and simpler explanations.

	Clarity is part of good design too.
	My Homepage Content Checklist
	Does the Homepage Clearly Explain Who I Am?
	Is the Messaging Simple and Readable?
	Does the Website Feel Personal and Authentic?
	Are the CTAs Clear?
	Is the Homepage Visually Balanced?
	Does It Reflect My Branding?
	Is the Homepage Mobile Friendly?
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Clear communication matters
	Homepage messaging affects first impressions heavily
	Authenticity creates stronger emotional connection
	CTAs guide visitor experience
	Simplicity improves readability
	Homepage writing improves through experimentation
	Branding and messaging are  connected

	Expectations vs Reality
	In reality, it became one of the longest and most reflective parts of the website-building process.
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	Homepage content is not only about information. It is about:


	communication,
	and emotional connection.

	Personal Reflection
	This was the stage where I realised websites are not only built through design.

	They are also built through:
	clarity,
	storytelling,
	And honestly, writing the homepage taught me much more about branding than I initially expected.
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	Chapter 15 — Onpage SEO
	I made sure to keep my webiste SEO optimized:
	I started:
	publishing pages,
	writing blogs,
	editing headings,
	creating URLs,
	and optimizing content
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	A good meta descriptions should:
	clearly explain the page,
	feel readable,
	and encourage curiosity naturally.

	Headings Help With Content Structure
	organize information
	improve readability
	guide visitors
	and help search engines understand content structure.

	I kept in mind:
	hierarchy
	section flow
	clarity
	and readability

	Using:
	H1
	H2
	H3
	and structured sections
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	It made the content feel:
	cleaner,
	easier to navigate,
	and much more professional

	Internal Linking
	internal linking helps:
	connect content,
	improve SEO structure,
	guide readers,
	and strengthen website organization.

	Once I started adding links between:
	blogs,
	related pages,
	and service sections,
	the website started feeling much more connected.

	It improved user experience because visitors could naturally explore related content without confusion.
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	URLs Became Part of Branding Too
	URLs affect:
	readability,
	professionalism,
	SEO,
	and branding.

	Cleaner URLs are much more effective.
	For example:
	website.com/website-launch-checklist
	feels significantly cleaner than:
	website.com/blog-post-final-version-new-2026

	I prioritizied:
	simplicity,
	readability,
	and clarity.
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	Readability Became One of My Biggest Priorities
	content should be easy to consume.

	Readability affects:
	user experience,
	engagement,
	time on page,
	and overall content quality.
	I paid attention to:
	sentence length,
	paragraph spacing,
	heading structure,
	flow,
	and clarity.

	This made the content feel:
	lighter,
	easier to read,
	and more engaging.
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	Mistakes I Made While Learning SEO
	Good SEO is usually simpler and more human-focused .
	What I Learnt During This Phase
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	My SEO Priorities
	readability,
	structure,
	user experience,
	consistency,
	and content quality.

	Meta Descriptions Became Important :
	clickability,
	clarity,
	search visibility,
	and first impressions.

	Along with:
	keywords,
	optimization,
	and rankings.

	Personal Reflection
	SEO is creative, strategic, and practical.
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	Chapter 16 — Installing Yoast SEO and Understanding Optimization
	Yoast helped me with Sitemaps, Readablity scores, Indexing , Metadata
	How Yoast SEO Improved My Workflow:
	structure blogs better,
	monitor metadata,
	· improve readability,
	manage indexing,
	and organize SEO settings more efficiently.
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com


	Managing SEO manually for every page can become overwhelming.and plugins like Yoast SEO can be very helpful with
	structure,
	readability,
	metadata,
	sitemap generation,
	indexing guidance,
	and content optimization awareness

	Plugins help guide better optimization decisions.
	optimization indicators,
	SEO scores,
	readability analysis,
	schema settings,
	indexing settings,
	and multiple recommendations
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	Sitemap Generation
	Sitemaps help search engines:
	discover pages,
	understand website structure,
	and crawl content more efficiently.

	Yoast SEO can automatically generate XML sitemaps.
	Readability Scores guided me on
	sentence length,
	paragraph size,
	transition words,
	passive voice,
	or reading flow.

	Readability analysis improved:
	content structure,
	visual flow,
	and overall user experience.
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	It made optimization feel:
	more visual,
	more understandable,
	and much less intimidating.

	Mistakes I Made Initially
	SEO should support content quality, not damage authenticity.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	SEO plugins simplify optimization
	Sitemaps are important for indexing
	Readability affects user experience
	Metadata influences search visibility and clicks
	SEO tools should guide, not control creativity
	Indexing takes time and structure

	Personal Reflection
	Yoast SEO made the optimisation process much less intimidating
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	Chapter 17 — Connecting Google Search Console
	© 2026 Simply Sansu | simplysansu.com
	One of the most exciting stages of my website-building journey was finally connecting my website to Google Search Console.

	It helped me understand:
	how Google sees my website,
	whether pages are getting indexed,
	how visibility works,
	and whether people are discovering my content.

	Search Console became one of the most valuable tools in my entire website-building process.
	Verifying the ownership of the website.
	DNS verification,
	HTML tags,
	Google Analytics connection,
	and file uploads.
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	The verification made it feel connected to the internet ecosystem,  officially online now.

	Watching Impressions Appear Was Motivating
	One of the most exciting moments during my website journey was seeing my first impressions appear inside Search Console.

	Difference Between Impressions and Clicks
	It made me think about titles, meta descriptions, readability, and search intent.
	Search Console taught me technical SEO, user behavior and content presentation.

	Monitoring Visibility Became Addictive
	Watching pages appear in search results became exciting and motivating
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Indexing is a process, not an instant event
	XML sitemaps help search engines understand websites
	Impressions and clicks provide different insights
	SEO growth usually happens gradually
	Visibility tracking improves strategic thinking
	Data helps improve content and optimization

	My Sitemap Submission Process
	install Yoast SEO
	generate XML sitemap
	open Google Search Console
	verify website ownership
	submit sitemap URL
	monitor indexing progress
	track impressions and clicks
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	Personal Reflection
	For the first time, I could actually see:
	pages getting discovered,
	impressions increasing,
	and search visibility slowly growing.
	And honestly, watching my website gradually appear inside Google Search Console became one of the most motivating moments of the entire journey.
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	Chapter 18 — Google Analytics Helped Me Understand My Visitors
	Analytics from
	a reporting tool, into a decision-making tool.
	Monitoring Sessions Helped Me Understand Engagement Better
	Audience Insights Became Strategically Valuable
	Learning Through Experimentation Became the Biggest Teacher
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	Once Analytics was integrated properly, the website suddenly became much more than just pages and content.

	I could actually observe:
	how visitors interacted with the website,
	which pages attracted attention,
	how long users stayed,
	where traffic originated from,
	and what type of content generated engagement.

	Analytics Made SEO Feel More Real:
	user sessions,
	engagement,
	acquisition,
	traffic sources,
	and behavioral flow
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	The website started feeling like an active digital ecosystem where:
	users navigate,
	interact,
	engage,
	and make behavioral decisions
	.

	Tracking Traffic Became More Than Just Numbers
	traffic increases,
	page views,
	impressions,
	and sessions.
	How many visitors came?
	Which pages keep users engaged?
	What content performs better organically?
	Where are visitors dropping off?
	Which topics generate curiosity?
	How do users navigate through the site?
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	user behavior often reveals things that assumptions cannot.
	readability,
	content structure,
	internal linking,
	visual flow,
	and content depth.
	Successful content is not only about:
	optimization,
	or rankings.

	It is also about:
	user experience,
	engagement,
	and relevance.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Analytics becomes powerful when combined with practical implementation
	User behavior often reveals more than assumptions
	Engagement matters more than raw traffic alone
	SEO and UX are deeply interconnected
	Audience insights improve strategic decision-making
	Real-world data interpretation differs from theoretical understanding

	Personal Reflection
	Websites are not only about publishing content or improving rankings.
	They are also about understanding:
	people,
	behavior,
	engagement,
	and digital interaction patterns.
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	Chapter 19 — Why I Started Using Google Tag Manager
	As the website started growing, managing tracking codes manually across could become difficult to maintain.
	Initially, while setting up:
	Google Analytics,
	Google Search Console,
	Google AdSense,
	and other integrations,
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	I used Site Kit to simplify the integration of Google Search Console, Google Analytics, and other Google tools, making it easier to monitor my website's performance from one dashboard.
	Initially, I inserted scripts directly into the website using plugins and header/footer sections.
	But constantly editing website code or repeatedly modifying headers for every integration is neither efficient nor scalable.
	That was the stage where I started exploring Google Tag Manager.
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	Tag Manager introduced concepts like:
	tags,
	triggers,
	variables,
	containers,
	and event tracking.
	For website scalability and tracking workflows, the value of Google Tag Manager is very helpful.

	Repeated manual edits create several problems:
	unnecessary clutter,
	increased chances of mistakes,
	difficult maintenance,
	and dependency on repeated code editing.
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	Instead of:
	editing theme files repeatedly,
	modifying headers manually,
	or inserting scripts individually,
	I could manage integrations from one place.

	As websites grow:
	tracking requirements increase,
	integrations expand,
	and marketing tools become more interconnected.

	Tag Manager helped prepare the website for that future flexibility.
	Tag Manager created a cleaner separation between:
	website structure,
	and tracking implementation.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Centralized tracking management improves scalability
	Google Tag Manager reduces repeated code editing
	Future flexibility matters while building websites
	Organized integrations simplify workflow management
	Tracking systems become more complex as websites grow
	Practical implementation improves technical understanding
	Structured systems reduce long-term maintenance stress

	My Main Reasons for Using GTM
	centralized script management
	·easier integrations
	reduced manual code editing
	scalability for future tracking
	cleaner workflow organization
	flexibility for future experimentation
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	Personal Reflection
	Implementing Google Tag Manager made the entire setup feel much more scalable, organized, and professionally structured for future growth.
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	Chapter 20 — Installing Plugins Carefully
	WordPress plugins are both incredibly powerful and potentially dangerous if used carelessly.
	But over time, I realized something important:
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	More plugins do not automatically create a better website.
	In fact, unnecessary plugins can often slower performance,
	conflicts,
	security risks,
	maintenance issues,
	and unnecessary complexity.
	overlap in functionality,
	add unnecessary scripts
	As I learnt more about website optimization, Core Web Vitals, and user experience, I became much more selective.

	Security Became a Bigger Concern
	Poorly maintained plugins can:
	create vulnerabilities,
	conflict with updates,
	or expose websites to security risks.
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	I started paying attention to:
	plugin reputation,
	update frequency,
	compatibility,
	and community trust.

	The Essential Plugins That Became Part of My Workflow
	Yoast SEO
	Elementor
	Header/Footer Plugins
	Caching Plugins

	Mistakes I Almost Made
	Websites grow stronger through thoughtful optimization, not endless additions.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Plugin overload negatively affects performance
	Security considerations are extremely important
	Every plugin should provide clear value
	Simplicity often improves website stability
	Performance and SEO are closely connected
	Reliable plugins matter more than flashy features
	Optimization is an ongoing process

	Personal Reflection
	WordPress flexibility is powerful, but it also requires discipline.
	functionality,
	performance,
	security,
	and simplicity
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	Chapter 21 — Mobile Optimization
	While using Elementor, I learnt that layouts which feel visually balanced on desktop do not automatically translate well to:
	tablets,
	mobile devices,
	or smaller screens
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	Responsive design often requires.
	mobile spacing,
	content stacking,
	responsive visibility,
	and section behavior
	much more deeply.

	I realized:
	cleaner structures,
	simpler layouts,
	and balanced spacing adapt much better across devices.

	spacing affects:
	readability,
	visual comfort,
	usability,
	and overall user experience.
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	Sometimes:
	sections felt too compressed,
	buttons appeared too close
	or large empty gaps disrupted the flow.
	Fixing spacing required constant testing and adjustment.

	I gave more attention to:
	padding,
	margins,
	content width,
	and vertical rhythm.

	These refinements made a huge difference in how professional and comfortable the website felt on mobile devices.
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	Testing Across Devices Became Extremely Important
	I realised different devices behave differently.

	Layouts can vary across:
	phones,
	tablets,
	browsers,
	screen sizes,
	and operating systems.

	That made testing extremely important:
	responsiveness,
	text readability,
	image scaling,
	button usability,
	and layout flow

	across multiple devices.
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	Mobile Optimization Changed How I Designed Pages
	Mobile optimization taught me to think more strategically about:
	content hierarchy,
	responsiveness,
	readability,
	spacing,
	and user flow.

	I started asking:
	Is this section still readable on smaller screens?
	Does the spacing feel comfortable?
	Are buttons easy to tap?
	Does the content stack naturally?
	Is the page visually overwhelming on mobile?

	It improved both:
	design quality,
	and user experience significantly.
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	My Mobile Optimization Checklist
	Are Sections Stacking Properly?
	Is Spacing Balanced?
	Are Buttons Mobile Friendly?
	Are Images Responsive?
	Is Typography Comfortable?
	Is Navigation Easy to Use?
	Does the Website Feel Smooth Across Devices?

	Mistakes I Made During This Phase
	designed too heavily for desktop initially,
	underestimated spacing importance,
	created overly complex sections,
	and assumed responsiveness would happen automatically.
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	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Mobile optimization is essential
	Responsive design requires testing
	Simpler layouts adapt better across devices
	Spacing strongly affects usability
	Mobile UX influences overall website quality
	·Cross-device testing reveals hidden problems
	Readability matters even more on smaller screens

	Personal Reflection
	Websites are no longer designed primarily for desktop screens.

	They are designed for real people using:
	phones,
	tablets,
	laptops,
	·and multiple browsing environments.
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	Chapter 22 — Website Speed and Performance Optimization
	As my website gradually started becoming more content-heavyI started paying much closer attention to website speed.
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	Website Speed Started Affecting Real User Experience
	Initially, I did not notice smaller performance issues immediately because I was mostly testing the website on:
	my own internet connection,
	my own devices,
	and familiar environments.

	But once I started ·testing pages repeatedly,
	checking mobile responsiveness,
	monitoring loading behavior,
	and analyzing performance,

	I realised some pages were:
	loading slower than expected,
	visually heavy,
	or delayed because of unnecessary assets.
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	Why Speed Matters for SEO
	Search engines increasingly prioritize:
	faster websites,
	smoother user experiences,
	and mobile-friendly performance.

	Users themselves naturally prefer:
	responsive pages,
	faster navigation,
	and reduced waiting time.

	Performance Optimization Became an Ongoing Process
	That means performance optimization improves both:
	SEO visibility & visitor satisfaction.

	Image Compression Became Extremely Important
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	I started paying attention to:
	file sizes,
	dimensions,
	formats,
	and optimization balance.

	Caching Helped Improve Website Performance
	load faster,
	reduce repeated processing,
	and improve performance consistency.

	Using caching plugins helped:
	reduce load times,
	improve responsiveness,
	and create a smoother browsing experience overall.

	This became especially valuable :
	WordPress websites,  plugins, and visual builders can naturally become resource-heavy over time.
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	Unnecessary Plugins Were Slowing the Website Down
	every additional plugin potentially adds:
	scripts,
	SS,
	database requests,
	and processing overhead.

	Removing unnecessary plugins improved:
	performance,
	dashboard speed,
	and frontend responsiveness

	Loading Speed Changed How I Designed Pages
	Does this section need animations?
	Is this image optimized?
	Is this plugin necessary?
	Does this improve user experience?
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	Mistakes I Made Initially
	uploaded oversized images,
	ignored performance early,
	installed unnecessary plugins,
	and prioritized aesthetics over speed initially.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	Website speed affects both SEO and UX
	Oversized images slow websites
	Caching improves loading performance
	Plugins should be reviewed carefully
	Simpler websites often perform better
	Performance optimization is an ongoing process
	User experience improves dramatically with faster loading
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	My Performance Optimization Priorities
	Personal Reflection
	Websites are not only judged by how they look.

	They are also judged by:
	how quickly they load,
	how smoothly they function,
	and how comfortable the browsing experience feels.
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	Chapter 23 — Security, Backups, and Website Protection
	Every website needs protection, regardless of size. Protecting that work becomes extremely important.
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	I started paying much attention to:
	SSL,
	backups,
	spam protection,
	security plugins,
	and recovery systems.

	SSL Became More Important Than Just “HTTPS”
	SSL helps:
	encrypt communication,
	improve trust,
	support SEO,
	and create safer browsing experiences.
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	Without SSL:
	browsers may display warnings,
	visitors may hesitate,
	and websites can appear untrustworthy.

	Once SSL was properly configured, the website immediately felt:
	more professional,
	more secure,
	and more credible.
	It became one of those foundational things that visitors may not consciously notice when present but definitely notice when missing.

	Backups Became Emotionally Important
	A proper backup system creates peace of mind.
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	It means:
	updates become less stressful,
	and recovery becomes possible if problems occur.

	Spam Protection Became Necessary Faster Than Expected
	I implemented:
	spam filtering,
	moderation systems,
	and basic protection measures

	Security Plugins Became Part of My Workflow
	I focused on balanced solutions that improved:
	login protection,
	malware prevention,
	spam filtering,
	and general website safety
	without slowing the website down.
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	Recovery Systems Reduced Fear While Experimenting
	Without recovery systems, every change starts feeling risky.
	But once:
	backups,
	restore points,
	and protective systems
	are in place, experimentation becomes much less stressful.

	Security Also Became Part of Professionalism
	Visitors feel more comfortable on websites that:
	load securely,
	avoid spam,
	function reliably,
	and appear trustworthy.
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	Mistakes I Almost Made
	Looking back, I definitely:
	underestimated backups initially,
	delayed thinking seriously about spam,
	and assumed smaller websites were less vulnerable.

	What I Learnt During This Phase
	SSL improves both security and trust
	Backups are essential, not optional
	Spam protection becomes necessary
	Security plugins require balanced implementation
	Recovery systems reduce website management stress
	Website security affects professionalism and UX
	Maintenance is part of long-term website growth
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	My Website Protection Priorities
	SSL configuration,
	reliable backups,
	spam prevention,
	secure login practices,
	·plugin reliability,
	and recovery preparedness.

	That combination created a much safer and more stable environment for long-term growth.
	Personal Reflection
	Building a website is only half the responsibility.

	The other half is:
	protecting it,
	maintaining it,
	and preparing for unexpected problems.
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	Chapter 24 — Monetization and AdSense Setup
	I began thinking about monetization possibilities as well
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	I started exploring:
	Google AdSense,
	ebook monetization,
	direct payment methods,
	and future digital income possibilities.
	Monetization is not only about earning money.

	It is also about balancing:
	user experience,
	trust,
	branding,
	and long-term value.
	.
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	For example, while setting up ebook sales, I  started with:
	direct bank transfer options instead of building overly complicated ecommerce systems.

	This kept the process:
	simple,
	manageable,
	and easier to control during the early stages.
	As the website continues growing, I know monetization systems can gradually evolve later.

	Google AdSense Became My First Advertising Experiment
	Ad Placement Was Harder Than I Expected
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	Ad placement affects:
	readability,
	user experience,
	engagement,
	and website aesthetics significantly.

	Some placements felt:
	distracting,
	intrusive,
	or visually uncomfortable.
	Others blended more naturally into the content experience.

	Biggest learning:
	Monetisation should support the website, not damage the experience.

	I was selective about:
	ad density,
	placement balance,
	and visual flow.
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	Balancing User Experience and Monetization Became Extremely Important
	an ad-heavy platform
	where monetization overwhelms content.
	excessive ads,
	intrusive popups,
	autoplay elements,
	and cluttered layouts

	completely damage the browsing experience.
	I wanted monetization to remain:
	subtle,
	balanced,
	and aligned with the website’s branding and readability.

	Big Lesson:
	long-term trust matters more than short-term monetization decisions.
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	Future Monetization Ideas Started Expanding
	I saw multiple future monetization possibilities
	ebooks,
	SEO-related services,
	digital products,
	affiliate marketing,
	brand collaborations,
	consulting,
	and content-driven opportunities.

	Monetization Also Changed My Strategic Thinking
	I started thinking more carefully about:
	audience trust,
	content quality,
	branding consistency,
	and long-term sustainability.
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	Chapter 25 — What Building My Website Ultimately Taught Me
	When I first started building my website, I thought the journey would be:
	website creation,
	SEO implementation,
	and digital marketing skills.
	But looking back now, I realise the experience taught me something much deeper.
	Building a website slowly became:
	a learning process,
	a creative process,
	a branding journey,
	and in many ways, a personal growth experience.
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	Consistency Matters More Than Motivation
	Consistency matters far more than occasional bursts of motivation.

	Some days:
	creativity flows naturally,
	content ideas come easily,
	and progress feels exciting.

	Other days:
	things break,
	traffic feels slow,
	layouts feel frustrating,
	or motivation disappears completely.

	But websites grow through:
	continued effort,
	gradual improvement,
	and repeated refinement over time.

	This became especially visible in:
	SEO,
	content publishing,
	optimization,
	and branding development.
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	Creativity Became More Important Than I Expected
	homepage messaging,
	color choices,
	featured images,
	layouts,
	blog structure,
	and even page flow.

	Branding Is Much Deeper Than Visual Design
	Experimentation Became the Real Teacher
	Self-Expression Became Part of the Website
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	Advice I Would Give Beginners
	Do not overcomplicate the beginning
	Focus on learning practically
	Start with a strong foundation
	Prioritize readability and clarity
	Build gradually instead of chasing perfection
	Understand your website’s purpose clearly
	Think long-term while making decisions
	Keep experimenting and refining
	Learn from implementation, not only tutorials
	Be patient with growth and SEO results
	And honestly, watching Simply Sansu,
	Sansu Blogs, and iClick Stories evolve from ideas into real digital platforms, were very rewarding.
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	Final Thoughts
	No website launch is perfect. There will always be things you wish you had done differently, features you want to improve, and lessons you learn along the way. Mistakes are not setbacks; they are part of the process. Each challenge teaches you something new and helps you build a better website the next time around.
	As creators, we evolve with every project. What begins as an idea slowly takes shape through curiosity, patience, and continuous learning. The website you launch today does not have to be the final version. It simply has to be the starting point.
	My own website journey taught me that growth comes from taking action, learning from mistakes, and staying open to improvement.
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	Every update, every adjustment, and every lesson learned contributes to creating something better over time.
	So launch with confidence, learn as you go, and remember that your website, like you, will continue to evolve.
	The goal is not perfection. The goal is progress.
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